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Илодифон 


бу Атапда Соппег 


jm Cooke is the closest thing Гуе ever had to a 
big brother. And I mean that in all the ways you 
can have a big brother. Sometimes I looked up to 
and admired him, and sometimes he drove me crazy. 
This intro is about the “driving me crazy” part. 


When І was trying to break into the wonderful world 
of comics, it was the late '80s. Many times I would 
show my art to people I was hoping would give me 
work, and many times I would hear this same thing: 
"It's good, but it's a little too animated-looking. 
Can you make it more realistic and superhero-ish? 
Y'know, more comic book-y?" 


And so I would go back to the drawing board (literally) 
and try to bend my style into a more late '80s/early 
'90s standard comic book style. It worked. Soon 
enough, I was a professional in the wonderful world 
of comics. 


Cut to the early 2000s. Jimmy Palmiotti (my husband, 
but still my boyfriend at this point) and I are at a 
convention in Toronto. Jimmy says, "You an' me are 
grabbin' dinner with this guy Darwyn Cooke an' his 
girlfriend, Marsha." Always one to gleefully let a 
couple of locals show me where all the good food is, 
I was in! 


Embarrassingly I was unfamiliar with his art (one 
of the downsides of working in comics is less time 
to read them). So I decided to take a look. I was 
totally blown away, and dammit, he had such an 
awesome ANIMATED STYLE! 


Now, I can't begin to tell you what it's like to be 
told that your style is too animated for comics, 
and then have a guy like Darwyn come along and 
knock the world's socks off with his animated style. 
I think I behaved only slightly better than Yosemite 
Sam when he's pitching one of his hissy fits. 
“000000000000!!!” 








Апа then, for an extra-adroitly-executed kick in 
the pants, Dar wins, like, 850 Eisners. 


But the more I looked at his art, the more I 
understood. His art has so much movement, so 
much power, so much oomph. Sort of like a crazy 
mash-up of Frank Frazetta's powerful, dynamic 
movement, Max Fleischer’s dramatic, moody 
Superman shorts and Jack Kirby’s supercharged 
energy. But the quiet moments are just as effective 
as the busy, bold moments, making the contrast 
that much more effective. 


Admittedly, over the years, the wonderful world 
of comics has morphed into a brave new world 
where all sorts of different styles are becoming 
the norm. I’m not quite sure if Dar jumped in at 
the right time for his artwork to create such a 
sensation, or if he simply came along and told 
everyone, “I don’t give a rat’s ass whether it’s too 
animated-looking or not...this is how it’s gonna 
go down,” then just bulldozed everyone into 
compliance—which would not be out of character 
for him. 


However it happened, it worked out incredibly 
well, and we all got to have some amazing Darwyn 
Cooke magic in our lives, even if it was only for a 
short time. 


Darwyn, in spite of driving me crazy with his being 
so damn exceptional all the time, was great to 
be around. We had the same fondness for mid- 
century modern architecture and furniture, liked a 
lot of the same old movies, and were quite keen on 
late '60s and early '70s muscle cars. He taught me 
a lot about all that stuff. And he was fun to hang 
out with. And he made me laugh. And I looked up 
to and admired him. 


Y'know, the way you do with a big brother. 


Amanda Conner 
Safety Harbor, Florida, January 2017 


Amanda Conner is an acclaimed comics 

writer and artist, known for her work on 
HARLEY QUINN, BEFORE WATCHMEN: 

SILK SPECTRE and POWER GIRL, among others. 











ы же 
x— “al 


74 
5248-24 
NESSE 


ZA 


2 ЕН 








Äb Me 

















ас С war in AQ, HEIL 6402 PE 
2042 on him. 


ZN, 











Enough 


The 


Ї 
ў 
ў 
$ 


Long. eno 
GRR 


É 

















LAST NIGHT --WHAT’S 
YOU THREATEN THE MATTER, 
TO DROP ME OFF FRUITCAKE, 
A ROOFTOP AND CAN’T MAKE 
TONIGHT YOU ИР YOUR 
MIND? 





SAFE2 Š 


HÀ HA НА- | 
YOU IDIOT! 


YOU SELF-RIGHTEOUS 
NUT-- YOU USED ME IN 
2 YOUR LITTLE GAME OF COPS 
AND ROBBERS BUT THE JOKER 
WILL NEVER GET HIS HANDS 
ON ANY OF MY FAMILY/ 


er 












TLL SEE 
YOU IN HELL, 
YOU MASKED 
LUNATICS 








| NG 
М ~ > 
BUSTER, 
МО” 
p 3 


У WHO DO YOU THINK 
YOU'RE DEALING WITH2 


HOW MANY TIMES HAS 

НЕ BEEN CAUGHT-- YOU 

MORONS ALWAYS LET 
HIM ESCAPE. 


І COULDN’T BEAR 
THE THOUGHT OF MY 
WIFE AND DAUGHTER 

IN THE HANDS OF 


BA. THAT MANIAC-- 


CHUCKIE SOL 
GAVE ME THE WORD-- 
THE JOKER KNOWS I 

RATTED HIM OUT-- 


--HE WANTED 
ME TO KNOW THAT 
WHEN HE GETS OUT 


HE'LL BE LOOKING 
ME AND MY FAMILY 
UP TO SHOW HIS 
APPRECIATION. 











НЕ CRAVES FAME, 
BUT ONLY AS THIS FICTIONAL 
CONSTRUCT "THE BATMAN” 
--THIS OF COURSE INDICATES 
BOTH SCHIZOPHRENIA_AND 
A SPLIT PERSONALITY. 





C C 
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MILES = 
Т MAY BE PER Houp ПІ så 
AYOR | 
НЕ MAN MUST ВЕ 
TOTAL HEADCASE. G 
DON'T YOU AGREE; U 
BRUCE? | 
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YOU THINK 
YOU KNOW PAIN, 
YOU COWARD? 
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PSYCHOTIC SLIDE INTO THE HEART OF DARKNESS 











Y, 
LL 








YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING AT THE 
PICTURES, FEELING 
SENTIMENTAL, OLD 
MAN? 


wes, 
PIET YVAN 


Ah, HERE'S ONE 
FROM CHRISTMAS. 
MOM. DAD. 


YOU WONDER 
WHAT ІТ WOULD HAVE 
BEEN LIKE TO GROW UP 
WITH THEM THERE TO 
GUIDE YOU, LOVE YOU-- 
JUST GROW UP WITH 
THEM ALIVE. 


“~ 7224 
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BUT THEY'RE 
DEAD, BRUCE. 


(773 
"agas 


IT’S TOUGH FOR 
YOU AT CHRISTMAS, 
ISN'T IT, ВКУСЕ? 


THEY LEFT 
WHEN YOU WERE 
SO YOUNG. 


JUST LIKE 
SNIBBS' WIFE 
AND CHILD. 


CHIL. 





PLEASE, | 


STOP. 





NOW 
А TRICK.. -4 
SCARECROW? 





FOR NOW, I 
THINK I BETTER ? 
GET SOME SLEE-- peo 
Q Ф 


IT'S ALL 
MORBID INTROSPECTIO 
THAT AND 
> | 
4 42 
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WHETHER THIS S 
Lem. АЎ 15 HAPPENING IN | | 
А Фад THE FAR REACHES | | 
SÅ OF SPACE... ашқ 


\ 
| \ -OR ON THE HEAD OF A 
| PIN IS IRRELEVANT. WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 15... 














EN А“ 

4 N) 

V I АМ THE \ 
VERY HEART OF YOU. 
DURING OUR YOUTH I 
LAY DORMANT. WITHIN 


YOU. FACELESS-- 


—7 





und 
траву, 








I REMEMBER 
THAT CHRISTMAS, 
ВКИСЕ. IT WAS 
THE DAY WE FIRST 
MET. 















Of 
THIS IS THE 
BEST GIFT/ 









IT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT Б 
I WANTED/ 





THANKS, ` © 


= 


| 


WE КАМ ABOUT AND Ж 
SANG, BATHED IN THE LIGHT | 
А OF THE MORNING SUN... J 
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WELL, BOYS, 
HOW'S YOUR 
DINNER2 
































FIBBER? ME? 
у BRUCE, HELP ME 
OUT HERE-- IS THIS 
NOT THE BEST 
BIRD EVER2 


SIR, I'M 
VERY SORRY 
BUT IT SEEMS 
THERE IS AN 
EMERGENCY. 


MARTHA, 
THIS IS THE BEST 
TURKEY YOU'VE 
EVER MADE. 












YOU SAY 
THAT EVERY 

YEAR, YOU 
› FIBBER. 










THOMAS, YOU 
PROMISED. 


I'M SORRY, 
DARLING. I'LL BE 
BACK AS SOON 
AS I CAN. 


RE YOU EN 
SURE? YOU'VE TRIED 
THE MEDICATION? 
I SEE. I'LL BE RIGHT 
THERE. 
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IT’S EDWARD І BUT THOMAS, YOU 
FLETCHER. YOU'VE KNOW HOW BRUCE WAS 
HEARD ME LOOKING FORWARD TO 
DISCUSS HIM. THIS. YOUR WORK TAKES 
~ й | А YOU AWAY SO MUCH. 























IT'S PRETTY SNOWY 
OUT THERE-- I COULD SURE 
USE A GOOD NAVIGATOR. 


WHAT DO YOU SAY? 
C'MON, 
ZORRO/ 


YOU TWO 
BE CAREFUL 
NOW. 
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УМЕН., ТОРАУ 

І ЗО д МОМ SAID SHE LIKED 
Å QUESTION? HER PRESENT BUT SHE 
M „7 SURE, BRUCE. WAS CRYING 41 DON'T 


HAHA / 

BRUCE, SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE ARE SO HAPPY 
THAT THEY CAN’T FIND 
THE WORDS AND THEIR 

EMOTIONS TAKE 
OVER. 


HA. 
YOU WILL, 
SON. 


` 


Ь SOMETIMES AN | 
THEY LAUGH WHEN 
"RE SAD, AND 4 
CRY WHEN THEY'RE | 
НАРРУ, * 
2. UNDERSTAND? P. Å 
чч — | 2 3 АШ? 


ОМЕ РАЎ ІТ 
WILL ALL BE CLEAR 
TO You. 





FOR NOW, 
YOUNG MAN, 
WATCH THE CAR 
AND STAY OUT 
OF TROUBLE. 


















WHEN THE МООМ 15 BRIGHT, Й ) НЕ SAVES THE 
HE COMIES OUT OF THE NIGHT... FAIR MAID, CARVES А 2! 
THE HERO WE CALL ZORRO/ g< WITH HIS BLADE... y) 
2031 пи“ 





AND BRUCE WAYNE 

WINS THE INDY 5007 

THE CROWD GOES 
WILD! 


1-2 


p 


Faw, 





NURSE, CALL AN i 
AMBULANCE/ 
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HANG ОМ, 
EDWARD/ 




















P рар. N " 
THAT MAN 15 DEAD, (Ж ШШ 
Å RIGHT? 











36 


p» 


є 
i А 
a 
[| 
а 
a 
| 7) GOODNIGHT, 









Ad 
TRE 253) ES "m 
E» š АЯ рээ 


Жим | 
К ШЕ mn 

















IT WAS А SHORT TIME 
LATER THAT EVERYTHING CHANGED. 
AND IN ONE HORRIFYING INSTANT, 
I EXPLODED ШЫН YOUR YOUNG 











FROM THAT MOMENT ОМ, 
WE WERE CONSTANT COMPANIONS. 


I WATCHED AS You 
STRUGGLED TO CARRY ON-- 
о ASON 


BE FOI 

TO CREATE A REASON, 
TO DISCOVER A PURPOSE 
IN A WORLD GONE MAD. 


ALL YOUR TRAVELS, 

ALL YOUR TRAINING-- 

THE THIRST FOR 

KNOWLEDGE AND 
ADVENTURE-- I WAS 

THERE, SILENTLY URGING 

YOU FORWARD. 


ESCAPE ME... 


EVEN WHEN YOU 


I WAS 
THERE, I WAS 
POZA INESCAPABLE. 
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” / а 
You 
PREFER TO 
CALL ME 
: ВАТМАМ. = 
| 


я 7 


AND I G 
LIVE WITHIN 
YOU. 7 














га 
-..15 THAT 
FEAR. 4 





YOUR PURPOSE НАБ 

ALWAYS BEEN CLEAR, 

BUT I SUPPLIED THE 
METHOD. 


Y 
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| HIE I | У 
[Р | Жасан 
ou 


7 WE WOULD 
TAKE ALL THE : Р 
РАМ... | Аб» аке 
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И er 
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mE 


2-0 
7 AND 
| WE WOULD 
SHARE IT... 
fan 
NS 
A к 








DARK 


7 BLACKER \ 
THAN THEIR 
HEARTS. 


WE WERE MAGNIFICENT THEN. 
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р 
ND THE BATSIGNAL 
THERS 


A 
BECAUSE IT FUR 
OUR CAUSE. 


У 1 


j A | 
” AMUSING... YOU 
2 ASSUME 1 WÁS TALKING 
ABOUT GORDON. 








VERY WELL. 
THERE ARE FAR 
MORE IMPORTANT 
ISSUES IN FRONT 


SAME TIME 
OUR CRUSADE 
CAUSED A RADICAL 
DROP IN STREET 
CRIME IT ALSO 
SEEMED TO 
NURTURE A 
MORE... 
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.POWER-MAD 
GENIUSES... 


Y... OBSESSIVE, 


MURDEROUS 


PSYCHOTICS. А 










ТНЕУ АЦ. 
SEEM COMPELLED TO 
RISE TO OUR UNSPOKEN 
CHALLENGE. BUT ABOVE 
ALL OF THEM THERE IS ONE 
WHOSE VERY NAME CAN 
SEND THE CITY INTO А 

STATE OF UNBRIDLED 
> TERROR. 








Ж >» 2 





ТНЕКЕ 
|5 ОМІҮ ОМЕ 
SOLUTION 
FOR THIS... 
INSANITY. 








THERE IS ONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MORE DEATHS THAN 


WHERE OTHERS 
KILL FOR POWER 
OR PROFIT, THIS ONE 
KILLS FOR HIS OWN 
AMUSEMENT. 
А 
R 
AJ 
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хэсгээ” | YOU SPEAK 
225 9 ! ТО МЕ ОР 


У туомт ^W 
| HAVE BLOOD ON | BLOOD? 
А MY HANDS. 4 


ХЕ” e 


Уан” 


ЕЕЕ ITS 
WEIGHT TAKE 
YOU DOWN. 


) YOU TALK 

ABOUT THE SANCTITY 
N OF HUMAN LIFE... 
IN 


IN THE РИМА 
ANALYSIS... 
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МЕ BRUCE WAYNE. 


HUMANITARIAN. 


You 


Р” FÅ SELF-RIGHTEOUS 
HYPOCRITE. 

















4 AXIS CHEMICALS. 
THAT WAS THE NIGHT, BRUCE. 


AFTER THAT THERE WAS NO 
TURNING BACK. 
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[ PREOCCUPIED WITH 
THE REST OF THE GANG, 
N WE LEFT THE RED HOOD. 
TO HIS FATE. 


AND IN SO DOING, 
WE SET LOOSE UPON 
THE NIGHT SOMETHING 
FAR MORE SAVAGE, 








EVERY TIME WE САТСН ІІ 
М AND ALLOW НІМ TO LIVE, У | 


У 


Ма, 
таза, 
o) 
RR 

г 





OR COULD ІТ BE THAT 
THE GREAT BATMAN NEEDS 
HIS ARCHNEMESIS IN ORDER 
TO FEEL COMPLETE2 


EITHER WAY, WE CANNOT 
WALK AWAY FROM THIS. ONE 
DAY, WE'LL HAVE TO KILL THAT 

MURDERING SCUM... 


DON'T YOU 
HAVE ANYTHING 
TO SAY FOR 
YOURSELF 2 








TRAGEDY STRIKES INDISCRIM - 
INATELY. THE DIFFERENCE 15 HOW 
YOU DEAL WITH ІТ, FACED WITH 
HAVING TO ACCEPT THAT HE HAD 
DESTROYED HIS CHANCES FOR A 
NORMAL LIFE, THE JOKER CHOSE 
MADNESS INSTEAD. 


“ыы 







ТЕН. ME, BATMAN, 
IS IT TRUE YOU'RE JUST AN 
UNDERDONE POTATO? 


IM 
TALKING =HA НА HA* 
TALKING TO... BATMAN... 
НАНААНАННАНАНАНА 
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EVERYBODY 
LIVES IN HARM'S 
WAY. 





THIS IS... 
HAHA... CRAZY... 
HA Ha HA 





Aint 


You 
CONSIDER THIS 
MADNESS 2 / 
4 


IGNORE 
ДЕДУ МЕ NOW AND | 
I PROMISE YOU ! 
WILL LIVE TO в 
КЕСКЕТ ІТ/ =| 
2) 
ЫЯ 


== 


\ 9 


23 


| 


w 
M 


y 


ань. 2 


А 


SVE 


СУДА | 
SW 
> 
m. 


: ... AND NOW 
--TO ME-- THAT YOU 

YOU CHOOSE TO 

WOULD DEDICATE YOUR TURN YOUR BACK 








YOUR 
SO-CALLED 
LIFE? 


1222774 


С] r 


...THE BLUE, 
ВИТ I PREFER 
THE TEAL. 
WHAT Ee You 


..ТО DONATE THE 
FUNDS TEC ESSAI 
О... 


I UNDERSTAND 
YOU'RE WEALTHY. 
TELL ME, DO YOU 

ENJOY... 


--- ABOUT 
INDONESIA? 
I THINK IT’S 
EMERGING AS 


г. ALWAYS LET 
ME DOWN, BRUCE... 
TM SORRY BUT... 














-TENNIS 15 
REALLY MY GAME, SPORT, 
BUT YOU KNOW MUFFY, 
SHE LIKES... 


ARE, BRUCE WAYNE. 
I WAITED ALL NIGHT 
FOR YOU... 





I'VE НАБ Ж s I WILL 
ENOU OF | - SHOW YOU | 
Е ТЕ; MADNESS! JE 


IF YOU DENOUNCE 

ME-- IF YOU TRY TO 

JAM ME BACK INTO | 

YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS-- |, 

1 THEN I PROMISE I |) 

WILL TORMENT YOU 

UNTIL THE DAY 
WE DIES 


I PROMISE 
YOU'LL WAKE UP V 7 
|| SCREAMING Ж 
| EVERY NIGHT OF FZ 
YOUR PITIFUL j 
LIFE! “, 
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„ТЕЦ. МЕ 
HOW TO CARRY 
ON. 
~ ~ fine 





Т НАУЕ А 
SOLUTION. 









IT FROM AN 
OLD FRIEND 
OF YOURS. 








Š d |‏ کے 

NOT ONLY ==, Бы 

ШЫН лерда WAS HE YOUR BEST 4 ДЕНЕДЕ 
МОНЕ FRIEND... 





-.. UNLEASHING A 
PART OF HARVEY'S 
PSYCHE FAR MORE 
TWISTED THAN HIS 

FACE. 


7 His SOCIAL WE 
EXPLOITS WERE 


TO JUSTICE. 
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- TWO-FACE. — & I 
7 HARVEY'S OBSESSION WITH LP 211 ` — MÀ — 
= THE NUMBER TWO MADE Ш — | = 
Em» IT EASY TO ANTICIPATE Ніз A na — 
А CRIMES 4 





DECISION MADE HIM A WILDLY 
UNPREDICTABLE OPPONENT... 
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N 





L 
4 


IAS 2 
Жа å 





yy HARVEY WAS INA POSITION — JIS CONDITON? 
P WHERE HIS SECRET SELF COULD ACT FREELY. HE'S MENTALLY ILL/ 


HARVEY'S CONDITION ENSURED HE COULDN'T 
BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR ANYTHING / 
TWO-FACE DID. T 





МИ 
GREAT WARRIORS. 


ANCIENT CULTURES е, і MODERN TRAINING AND 
SPEAK OF SIMPLE MENTAL CONDITIONING CAN 
B T 


TRIBESMEN INHABITED Г| TURN A SMALL-TOWN SCHOOL | 
HE SPIRIT OF Ее KILLING > 


PERHAPS YOU 
WOULD PREFER A MORE... 
SPIRITUAL EXAMPLE. 





4 
«m ч 
OF ANYTHING WORTH У KILLER! 
FIGHTING FOR. 


IN WAR — 
ARE CASUALTIES. 
а 





ТАМ PAINFULLY 一 一 一 一 一 | 
AWARE OF THAT. Т BELIEVE ACERT ANT REN THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH 


uc MEN | YOUR PARENTS BRUTALLY EC c 


WITH YOUR FATHER BEING MURDERED BEFORE А 
~ A HEALER... АСС ES а ARE SEPARATE ENTITIES-- YOU 





BUT WHEN 
THAN I AM | пи | ТНЕ ВАТМАМ 
RESPONSIBLE 1 IS NEEDED YOU 
FOR YOURS. Ut А | WILL STEP 
à n | | ASIDE... 


AS BRUCE 
WAYNE, YOU'LL 
BE FREE TO 
у CHASE WOMEN, 
BUILD HOSPITALS, ы 
М KISS BABIES-- P N 
WHATEVER YOU 

















YOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT WHAT? SELF- 

INDUCED PSYCHOSIS? 
VOLUNTARILY SPLITTING 
OUR PERSONALITIES? 
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I'M TALKING 
ABOUT FREEDOM 
TO ACT. 


IT WAS MY FORCE 
OF WILL THAT MOLDED 
YOU IN THIS IMAGE. 
BUT I CHANNELED 
һ YOUR FURY TOWARDS 

i PURPOSE. 











TO FULFILL 
OUR INDIVIDUAL 
DESTINIES. 





І ТЕМРЕКЕР 
YOUR WRATH. LEFT 
UNCHECKED YOUR 


L Манна» WOULD 
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ARE TRULY 
RUTHLESS. 
I SHOULD 


7 YOU WISH TO BE 
ў RID OF ME. YOU WISH TO 
IN 













K. 


2 


Z 
WE POTH 
/t KNOW WHAT 
с GUN IT IS. Ё 
63 





= 


мра 



















YOU MUST 
UNDERSTAND 
THERE IS A LINE 
WE MAY NEVER 
CROSS. 





BUT A VERY 
WISE MAN ONCE 
SAID THAT THE 
TRUTH WILL SET 

N YOU FREE. 


(ко KILLING. | AS MUCH 
5 Ха db А TERRIFYING 
IT IS THE ONLY SYMBOL TO THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN UNDERWORLD, HE 
US AND THEM. ut 
Y == PEOPLE OF THIS 
- CITY. 


ГА SYMBOL 
) OF HOPE, 


7 












ЇЇ 


THEN BRUCE 
WAYNE CAN LIVE WITH 


THE RESPONSIBILITY. 
^ 
2 














ып IN AN EFFORT TO 
PE ESCAPE THE POLICE, THE JOKER HAS 
TAKEN THE PATRONS OF THIS POPULAR 
4 NIGHTSPOT HOSTAGE AND IS 
THREATENING TO KILL ONE HOSTAGE 
FOR EVERY-- 


“ЭХ 
ма араб), 





І WAS GETTING 
WORRIED, THOUGHT 
MAYBE SOMETHING 
HAD HAPPENED TO 

YOU. 
К 













ВИТ Т МАМАСЕР ТО СОМЕ 
AWAY FROM ІТ IN ONE 
PIECE: 


CNN 
EC - 


/ SOMETHING DID 
eng А 





Го” HAPPEN, COMMISSIONER, 
—\ 


нь | 
— a 
n WEN 
" ў 
27 




















BATMAN <<) BLACK&WHITE ZB BATMAN 





ТІ 
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DID You REALLY 
Аа 
FOR ME, MADAME X 7 


THIS 15 MY 
SPECIAL GIET 
TO YOU / 
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N 


МЕ GOT Your о € | Г 
2 8726 Е 
Y НАТО Go E 
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5 


MORNING ALL OF 
GOTHAM ATU WILL 
BE WINING Yon! 





Р я мэ -A уои Е. 


Е Ж 


THE CITY NEEDS 
My PROTECTION. 
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LET GO ме, 
LIFE (оре —— | 





TT 


No! l well not lot hua 77 
tum me hito А мку. 
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| su | should 
sta Pe fact 
Hat Им dead . 


At least I was 
declared legally 


dead , but thats 
another story . 


So despite the nmors 
ord the intentions 
of these gentlemen., 








BOOK ant 


SELIG 


145 taken me three 
months and He last 
of my money 4o Steal 
the ‘Cup of Hassan! 
and one of Ное idiots 
Shorts it out of 

my hand и, 


Hope | Figured 
His right... 


lock.at 
tnese 
foo 6 D 





Always guns. 
And behind the guns... 











The great thing about this 

пасе 15 the classics still work. 

№ | pulled this m Batman 10 be 
in Blockoat? ina half hour. 





lm hauling 
myself aF when 
| see it- 


(а 


ГД The Gp is amke... 
[46 ње gold foil, 
15 covering lead... Д 


Thats it. Ии broke, 
busted . No connections, 
no juice - 




















ME As much as 17 charged оу thé years, 
| Gotham has stayed the same . Cold and 
| Impassive. But | still have a couple friends. 


Ж? 





^ 4 
OO COG: | 
9490924 





| SURE KID, SURE... JEEZ, SELINA, WE 
| NEED THAT MINUTE ФУ We GOT DEAD Er WAS IN 
PACKAGE | LEFT SOME PRIVACY, 111 ALLA PAPERS, 


HA! та 50 GOOD TO SEE 
YOU KID — - WAIT HERE 
А SEC AND VLL. GET 
YOUR THINGS. 


THANK YOU SWIFTY. 
Y KNOW, MAYBE YOU CAN 
HELP ME WITH ANOTHER 
THING... 


JEEZ SEUNA, 
THEONLY THING 
INTHE WIND 14 KIND 


LANE - 


SWIFTY, | DONT, 
HAVE A ‘LINE 





The box I picked ар from 
Swifty went along way 
towards cooling me out. 


Tt contaned about 
10 ауруй in ‘walking 

| ayound money and 
the keys toa Safe 
house 


/‹ decent 


A place to call home. 





A few hours sleep and 


а Cold shower and | feel better | Å 


than I have th weeks. | 
| can feel my mind clearing , 





E regaining ын 


For now, think 

(1! Stay dead. : 
And So will Catwoman. 
That way lm ree 2 
to act without | 
anyone dogging me Д 








As for tonight, | 
we'll see what switty’s 





7 SOYOURE 
SELINA KYLE. 


АВ WAY, 


UO YOu REALIZE 
HOW DANGEROLIG THIS 
THING 6 2 


IF I COULD GET, LAKE THE 

PETALS OF THIS, WOULD IT 

BE POSSIBLE ТО RIP THESE 
FOOLS OFF? 


FIRST, IF THIS HAPPENS YOU'VE 
GOT TO KNOW Ги. РЕ DOING 4 
THE DRIVING. 





Y'SEE THE 
DONT KNOW А 


MERE.. 
«выле TO CONSI 
У MAMA, MY BABY GUL 


| COULD FEED You А PILE ABOUT 


MY М БИТ THAT’S NONE OF угле NEVERMIND; 
COULD BUBBER ABOUT MY Sic. 


е n 
МАМА GET ALL COUNTRY ANI D WES EN 
ON YOUR. ASS, BUT THE STONE TRUTH 18.,, 


ME. 

Im тај ОР IT. 
LIKE ГР BATH 
DIE RIGHTZ 


2 | KNOW WHO I AM,,, WHAT I АМ. 
IM ME ASHAMED OF IT, RIGHT Z CAUSE 


WHEN та TIME, ЕМ DOES WH 
THEY HAVE TO “TO GET Ovet2.1 LOOK p 


YOUAND | VON YOU HEAR WHAT VIA 
SAYIN’. YOU SPENT SOME TIME AT IT, 
BUT You GOT LEAR - - 


¡ETS PIG РАМЕ, 
PNT ТО ERASE EVERY 
SICKENING THING I'VE 
HAD ТО (0 То HOLD 

IT TOGETHER. 


e dA WEE BY DOING ONE. 
Е REALLY BAD THING 
1 САМ MAKE SOMETHING 


IM NOT TALKING 
T 
RIGHT OR WRONG... 
VM TALKING 
ABOUT BASIL 
HUMAN 
DIGNITY. 


COME SIT DOWN 
CHANTEL. DINNERS 
GETTING COLD. 





~ ацрросе? ` 

быты, 15:87 ий 
Beet MEA ДЕ 
HAD ALL NIGHT A 


And 50 tt starts -- 
we E лэл 
of the even eli 
У i d 








Later Chantelé words follow me home, 
Им ready to trust her. 
| know how it føle to be со sickened 
by your own ел. 
u How far à person will до 
if 2 Å спацса, 
1 to change itall. 


ES í cant hel 
in Chantel... 


Burt what veally nailed it was 

the last thing She ста. 

I hod heard those words before, 
Back before there wos a Боб, , 
ova cat. 


I dont remember 
what day rr was. 

T couldnt tell you 
the name of the hotel 
if my like depended 
mt tet 


Well, they changed 
everything. 


Tt started, like 
бо many things 
in We last end, 
with А splintering 
door and 406, 
voav of а дии. 


The man who chilled him. 
My client Å local р 
5 master alk 
Tony ‘the Toucan’ him a цаг 
Tudeska. 








THATS NOT 


I dort Ena this Sh, 2 
ее 
“р 


HELLO 1, LIH/TAKE IT 
STARK, YOU DIDN'T LIKE 
OLD TONY. 





ETHINGS STOWE; 

р 

IN Å LOCKER AT THE 
DAS STATION. 


Then (де Mad == 


ARE ALL MEN RETARDEDP? 
DID YOU HAVE TO DO HIM HERE? 
WHAT AM | SUPPOSED TO 
HEAT? 


UM A PEOPLE PERSON TOUGH GUY, 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? IM JUST 
WAITING FOR SOME TODLTO 
LEAD ME TOA LIFE OF VIRTUE 7 

GET IN UNE. 
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У YOU KNOW YOURE BETTER 
THAN THIS BUT THERE'S NOTHING й 
TO BELIEVE IN. NO ONE TO TRUST, 


Г could feel the strength 
Coming off of him in a 
steady, quiet curvent - 


All those years of . 

being Incontrol looking 
after Maggie Holly -- 
Those years had made 
me hard „but Stark- 


а Stark was like 
living granite. 


me УД 


And vow here I am with the 
7 ромен Since 

Asa am І swewed over 
{hê one man Who could help me. 


SELINA, HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR. MIND Z УДА TUST 
GOT BACK FROM THE 
DEAD, FOR PETE'S SAKE! 





TRUST YOURSELF, 
ЇР YOURE GOING TO 
SPEND YOUR LIFE ON 
THIS SIDE OF THE 

LAW, ANP YOU WANT 

TO SURVIVE... 
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1 1668 with him that night. 
Т could nevey tell Holly or others 
about him. It was a world of two. 
There weve otv men who taught 
те, like Ted Grant, 
But none of them were as Frankly 
amoral as Stark, 


He promised 
1o teach ме, 
and was good 
OG his 22 
Which i2 move 
than can say 
for myself. 





ДР NOW, THAT € JUST IT, WE 
NEED А PRO-- SOMEONE WITH 
THE KNOW-HOW AND THE SUICE 

5 TOGETHER, 










JUST MAKE THE 
CALL , NO, I DO NOT WANT 
TO THINK ABOUT IT. 
RIGHT. SEE УОЛ 

THURSDAY. 












Thursday. Way uptown 
at the apartment of chantele IRA 
‘boyfriend’, Frank Falcone. FIGURES REPRESENT 
THE AMOUNT WE PLAN 


TO TRANSPORT AND TS. 
_ SIZE BASED ON WEIGHT, 


MR. FALCONE. 














CHPNTEL! HONEY, ARE YOU Ф / 
MAKING THE GIN OR WHAT 2 123 PATIENCE 


BABY. 


KONG, 
IWANT YOU ON 
THIS RUN. 














KNOW I TELL VA,LITTLE THANKS HONEY. WHY DONT 
HINES COME TO OSE 212223 CHANTEL HERE | | vou MEAD то BED NOW. | HAVE 
IS A REGULAR TO TALK ТО THE BOYS HERE 
ici CONFUCIUS — FOR А WHILE. 


You KNOW тг, 

KONG. AND SHE € 
А СОС? KID, 

LAMS AFTER 
HER MOM... 


That'll do Tevet 22) 12 pe а 
the tick å We hove a аА че ада з. 
doe, the basic 
Setup, and 
a figure. 


I'm alive 
AGAIN . 








«2223232 


4 
^ 
a 
a 
л 
4 









¡OMED 


> 
2 





а 
9221, 





THEY Say Hee FULL 
ANGSTERS 

| GUESS THAT THESE Days, 

QUALIFY ON BOTH уара 





Е 
1 HAVE 19 BAN ACCOUNTS 


IN IZ STATES, EACH UNDER 
Å DIFFERENT МАМЕ. 





ЗЕНМА IF | WAS GOING TO 
ee Т 
OFF THE PLANE, 


å 


STARK, | KNOW МОМ 
oid 
| 
COMI OF 


А 
å 





THIS WAS BACK WHEN | WAS STILL 
LOCAL THE OUTFIT LEFT ME ALONE 
OUT OF RESPECT, AND IN RETURN 
I NEVER HIT THEM. 


GOTHAM СНМ 
WAS MY PLAYGROUND, 


GEUNA, WELL, SELINA CHANGED | HAD NEVER BEEN Ar EASE 


Å FEW THINGS. 


WITH THE COMPANY OF PEOPLE , 


THERE НАР BEEN SEVERAL TER 
WOMEN IN MY ЕЕ Ват | НАР ANP NEITHER НАР RE 
Ус KEPT IT ON A LEVEL 


THAT I COULD 


WE DELIDED TO 


BE ALONE TOGETHER. 


STARK , THESE 
LAST COUPLE WEE 
HAVE BEEN „, 
GOOD. 


ІРІ САУ YES, 
WILL ЎВА SHUT UP 
FOR FIVE MINUTES? 


KS 








20 | TAUGHT HER THE. BASILS.BUT SELINA 
HAD HER OWN STYLE. THAT WOMAN WAS ALL 
ABOUT FINESSE. LIKE , ON АБОХ ЗОВ, МА- GO 

WITH DYNAMITE OR PLASTIQUE.SELINA HAD 
TO MASTER THE HARD WAY. 





WAY OUT, УМОМ, 
DISAPPEAR -YOA ANP 
1, ALONE TOGETHER. 
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| TAUGHT HER ABOUT WHAT WAS WORTH STEALING, 
BUT МОРЕ IMPORTANTLY WHAT NOT ТО STEAL - 
HOW TO SPOT TROUBLE BEFORE IT HAPPENS AND 
HOW TO LØVER YOUR “TRACKS SHE SOAKED IT IN, 





BUT THIS (6 MILLIONS 

IN UNUT DIAMONDS 

DUST WAITING To BE 
SNATCHED— 


AND THAT WAG MY FIRST MISTAKE. 
| LET THE POTENTIAL PAYOFF 
ON АЗОВ COMPROMISE му 
GOLDEN RULE -PONT SCREW 
WITHTHE ITALIANS. 





AND THERE ISNT 

THAT MUCH TIME. 

IT GOES DOWN IN 
THREE WEEKS. 


WHOS THE 
INSIDE PERSON? 


058 A WORKING GIRL. TRUST. FORTUNATELY 

H НЕ. ау ары 
BUT I TRUS ME DOWN 

LLSTAND ИР, : TRUST. 


LETS STICK 
то SOMETHING 
MORE CONCRETE 
LIKE COMMON 
SENSE. 


Ее ES SOMEHOW MANAGE TO 
YOU WANT TO SNEAK UP JUMP ON THIS TRAIN -- 


ON A MOVING TRAIN UNSEEN AND UNDETECTED... 
Е FILLED WITH MAFIA MU£CLE.., x 
"H 


эн 


AND WHAT UO WE DO THEN? BABY 
DO WE FLY AWAY WITH THE MONEY YOu WERE собр, 
М OUR POCKETS 2 å BUT YOU WERE NEVER 
THAT (сор. 





H 
-AND THATS WHEN CHE CRORE ШЕКЕ AND COULD UM TE WARD - 


FIVE PAYS IN LAG VEGAS. 
WE NEED TO SEE 





IF You PULL- 
ue MES ane TIME 
ME FR 


OW GET BALK ТО GOTHAM 
ND CARRY YOUR WEIGHT , 


role QL EE HELPFUL. 
ш SWIPTL HAD А 
VISITE TODAY, 


DE NEVER BEEN и» 
LE GETTING 
HEAV WITH A WOMAN, 





(TELL MYSELF (T2 
BETTER To LEAN ON HER 
Ми So SHE KNOWS 


smu 
АО КИН SCREWS 
WITH ME THIS TIME г." 


IT WONT MATTER WHAT 
| WANT, LL HAVE To KILL HER. 
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GOTHAM CITY 


JEEZ SwiFty, WHATS HTD OH IT'S YOUSELINA/ 
WHAT HIT THIS. | VOL GKAN-- = 
—— 4: TROUBLES SELINA” 


LATE Ve quo t THe GUY STARK MENTIONED THIS VESTERIAY YEAH, BUT SELINA, 
SHOWS UP.,,,ALOCAL РЕЕ-ЕУЕ I'VE HEARD OF BRADLEY ВІТ OFA HERES THE THING- 
NAMED SLAM BRADLEY. TEMPER THEY SAY. НЕ DID AL HE WAS LOKING 
НЕ WAS COMING ON AKE ue THIS DAMAGE ' ^ FR. уби / 
GUNS OF NAVARONE 27, 








ЖАЛТ ЕЕ Берен, ДЫН, 
BRADLEY/ SELINA WE DON'T IT'LL HAVE TO WAIT. FOLCOMG'S APArTMENT- OD 2.1, 
NEED THIS KIND OF HEAT, мым) АР А VERY 








STARK? NO, HTG ANGIE WELL, SHE CAME THROUGH.WITH 
DICKINSON, ‘LOOK, WE/VE THE „IT WAS TIME Tb GET 
GOT THE ROUTES AS 


ОТ. AG WELL, ON THÉ ROAD. LONG RIDE то 
ÅS THE CHECKPOINTS WHATS | re HEH ANGIE 
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS? Р” : DICKINSON, 











STIT SEEM 
SELINA Rhee HAVE 
CHEMISTRY 


й 7 
1 CALLED 
A DISGUISE. 
4 
Y 
MEET? 








Г... AND TAKE THIS 


NO NEED то ; ~ DYNAGTY-LOOKIN 
EMOTIONAL. OP PO dn 





AT WAG I THINKING? I THOUGHT YO"? 
aE INDICATION HAVE THE ENGE TO 
OF THE TYPE OF PEOPLE MAKE Б WAS 

YOU WORK WITH .., SOUD BEFORE WE - - 


33 
z 


ABOUT EARLIER ， 

A COUPLE OF THOSE PLAYERS 
WERE CONNECTED, AND THE 
LAST THING WE NEED Ic THEM 

THINKING THAT STARK AND 
| ARE UP TO SOMETHING. 





5 TO WORK. NO CONVENTIONAL METHOD ЛА 
PER to T, APO . HELICOPTER Z 


IT TAKES А WHILE : 

TO 'SELL JEFF ON THE ТНЕУЛА SEE IT BEFORE WE 

зов ВИТ IN THE END бет WITHIN А MILE - 

НЕ CANT RESIST 

THE CHALLENGE. МЕ NEED 
SOMETHING QUICK 


AND DIRTY... МАУ 
OF COURSE, HIS SHARE RAIL DENEN : use 
OF 24 MILLION MIGHTVE 
HELPED CONVINCE HIM, 


WELL NEED CLEAN WEAPONS, £ 


ІТ WON'T ВЕ CHEAP OR EAS Y BUT 
I MIGHT BE ABLE TO RIG SOMETHING EVE GOT. CLEAN VEHICLES, FAKE 17, — THAT 
ALL ME - IM “THINKING NERVE GAS 


TO GET US ON THE TRAIN... BUT 
HLL BE A HAIRY RIDE ЕТ ME TALS TO GET IT FOR THE ONBOARD MUSCLE. 
TO SOME BOYS І KNOW IN WE ALAMOS. 
I'LL PROBABLY NEED А WEEK. TD CREATE 
OTY — 14 


WHY DON'T You LEAVE 


50 THATS tT, JEFE, YOU VL- START то LINE ар THE Á 
FIGURE OUT HOW TO GET US BASICS AND Go OVER THE MAPS THE ROUTES TO ME 2 I'VE GOT 
ON, AND HOPEFULLY, ОРЕ AND ROUTES. SELINA -- A FEW IDEAS AND IF VM 
N THETRAIN . RIGHT, "и. KNOW How TO GET 
THE MONEY OFF АЗ WELL. 


: | KNOW BRADLEY. HE'S ONE TOUGH JEFF A‘Stupio’ 
BUT FIRST IVE GOT TO GET BACK WE £PAT UP. HAS D 
то GOTHAM AND DEAL WITH ПОПЕ... OUT IN THE DEGERT.we AGREE 
THIS SLAM BRADLEY CHARACTER. - TO MEET IN TEN DAYS. | GUESS 
THEN WELL SEE IF NERE AS 
SMART AS WE THINK WE ARE. 


THE 
PRIVATE EYE? 
THATS RIGHT, 
SWIFTY MENTIONED 

нм.» 





0002-0005 
DEATH VaLLey-- Four 0945 LaTer 


MOVIESTARG FEIDE 1 LIVE 
IN WHAT COULD BE CONSIDERE 
A LAVISH FASHION, 
BUT FOR ALL THE REWARDS, 
¡NEVER FEEL MØRE PEACE 
THAN WHEN ИМ WORKING. 


INTHE SERVICE | ENDED 
Sl UP IN THE SIGNAL CORPS 

AND THEN SPECIAL OPS. 

| LEARNED TWO THINGS - 

HOW To PLAN AND ACT 

UNDER PRESSURE .,, 

AND HOW To KILL . 


ELINA AND JEFF ARE YOUNG AND MOTIVATED. 
LEAVE THE CREANVE THINKING TO THEM. 
CRAP, 1 JUST FOUND OUT WHAT EMAIL IS. 


Bur IT'S NOT SUST 
THE SMASH AND GRAB — 
You HAVE TO HAVE A PLAN 
| THAT COVERS YOUR OUT— 
TOO MANY COWBOYS DONT 
Ф THINK PAST GETTING 


TODAY VM GOING TO SEE MOM - МОТ МУ 

МОМ - IWAS ЗТАТЕ-РАБЕР . DON'T EVEN 

KNOW МУ REAL МАМЕ ТН ‘MOM’ IS АМ 
ASSCCIATE OF MINE. 


[o 1 ج‎ ør: 





s Р a За A 
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I WOULDN‘T SAY мома 

THE UGUEST WOMAN IN THE WORLD. 
Вит SHES THE DAMNED UGLIEST 
WOMAN | HAVE EVER LAID EYES ОМ. 





У/БОТ FOUR. АИТОМАТ\ (5, 
NO SERIAL NUMBERS. Уот TWO 
SCATTEZGUNS, 


PUGHT BUCK. 





NOW THAT TOOK SOME 
DOIN’ SONNY, THEY'RE IN 
THOSE DUMMY OIL FILTERS . 





МА, NEED THE FLATBED AND VLL BE IN TOUCH 

OTHER CARS DELIVERED NEXT IF THERES ANYTHING SURE, SONNY. YOU BE парен 

WEEK. LL LET You KNOW. ELE | NEED. WITH THAT NERVE GAS.ITS INSTANT 
AND HIGHLY CONCENTRATED, 


WANNA STAY FOR SOME LUNCH? 
I WAS JUST FEEDING AD ED 
WHEN YOU PULLED UP. 4 


CAN'T, I'M RUNNING 
. BESIDES, MA... 


А 
1 
— 


å BWAHAW HAW !. 
T SEE YOU AROUND, 
TOUGH Guy. 


zr, 


Р y 
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IF | KNOW SEUNA SHELL FIND 
BRADLEY НЕСТАО CATCH HIM 
| OFF GUARD. 


HELLO, МЕ. BRADLEY, 
I UNDERSTAND YOU МЕ 
BEEN LOOKING FOR МЕ. 











драпропер "а тево UTAN DESEFT 








WHEN | TOLY THESE TWO 

WE NEEDED A WAY ONTO THE 
THE TRAIN, THIS WASNT QU ITE 
WHAT | HAD IN MIND. 2 


HEY LUCKY CIEL, 
YOu mane 
id FINE - 
THERES A LOT сЕ РЕД РГ 
AND ERRATIC VIBRÁTIONS 
BAT ҮГ 





THISTL DEFINITELY ЭН 7 Y THATS IT! ALRIGHT, 
GET US WHERE we WANT Я YOU CRAZY 
TO Go -- PEOVIDING IT ROCKET- CHICK-- 


я | 4 j МЕТА DUMP THE 
POESN'T EXPLODE IN SAN М 
А FIERY MASS. | 4 p. z FUEL з 





THATS 17, 
PULL THE TALES 
BACK AND THE 
CLAMP? WILL DO 
THE REST. 










FANTASNC! 
JEFF, YOU HAVE GOT TO 
TRY THIS / те AMAZING! 


OF COURSE NOT. 
ІТ DOESNT 
INVOLVE SHOOTING 
EVERYBODY. 
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| FIGURE I'LL RIG AN 
ELECTRIC, MAGNET TO THE 
FERONT, LINED UP AT TRAN COUPLER 
HEIGHT. WE DUMP THE Rocker AT 
TOP SPEED, AND COAST IN 
ON THE QUIET. 


WE'LL PLAN SOME KIND OF 
DIVERSION AHEAD OF THE TRAIN 
TO DRAW THEN ATTENTION 
WHILE WE BARD. 





pem WHEN SELINA 
GETS А LOOK. IN HER EYES 
AND HAS US FOLLOW 

| HER INTO JEFES ‘cTUDIO’ 
АГ LEAST THAT'S WHAT 
SEFF (AAA IT. 
QUONSET HUT Full 
OF CRAP 14 MORE E 
ИКЕ IT. 


THANK You MR. POSITIVE .IF THE 

TRAIN NEVER STOPS THEY CAN'T 

PINPOINT WHERE THEY GOT HIT 
UNTIL WE'RE LONG GONE. 


У SEEN THESE Z INFLATABLE 
RAPT, ALL FOLDED UP WITHA 
Co? (HARGEZ IF WE ATTACH 
THESE TO LENGTHS OF THIN 
CABLE LIKE So-- 


WHAT WE NEED IS A МАУ 

OFF THE TRAIN AND А WAY 
To HAUL Z4 MILLION DOLLARS 

WORTH OF MONEYBAGS 


THE TRAINS ROUTE TAKES 
IT TO THE BORDER IN UPSTATE 
NEWYORK . АТ THIS POINT IT 
CROSSES THE ST. LAWRENLE 
RIVE INTO CANADA Hig 
BRIDGE 15 THE теме“, 


WE LOOP THE CABLE 
THROUGH THE MONEYBAGS 


WE'LL NEED A FOURTH FØR 
THE BOAT — I WANT SWIFTY. 
I KNOW HE'S OLD BUT HE“ IN 
ON THIS ALREADY. PLUS, ИЕ 

KNOWS HIS WAY AROUND 
A BOAT. 


WITHOUT 
STOPPING THE TRAIN 
OR GETTING 


IF WE BOARD RIGHT 
m A BRIDGE AND 


GAS MUSCLE „ 
WELL Ер Fg ий CAKE, 
REALLY 


THEN DUMP THE "РАБУСНАМ 7 
OF MONEYBAGS OVER THE BRIDGE 


TO THE RIVER-- 
THE RAFTS INFLATE AND 
WE PICK ‘EM UP BY BOAT, 


SWIFTY 16 FINE KID. WELL 

NEED TO SPOT А LOVE OR 

INLET OF SOME SRT TO 
HIDE THE BOAT. 





INT IT YES / PARACHUTES / INTO THE 
| НАТЕ TO ВЕ THE 2 WATER AND ONTO THE BOAT Z 
SKIPPING CD, BUT HOW 


DO WE GET OFF THE SELINA, YOU'RE. 


TRAIN Z ; AN EVIL GENIUS. 


Of£ МАНЕ 
LET'S GET ҒАТ,” 


SELINA HAS TO HEAD BALK AND PREP 
SWIFTY, WHILE JEFF AND | NAIL DOWN 
THE BOAT THING. WE SEE HER OFF 
AND EVEN А BLIND MAN COULD TELL 
WHAT JEFF IS THINKING. FUNNY, 

BUT IT DOESNT BOTHER МЕ. 


/ 


JEALOUSY ISA WASTE , 
OF TIME. AND IF THERES 
ONE THING 1 KNOW — 





127 


LAKE PLACID -- TWO DAME Lafer 


2, SO JUNIOR, _ 
THE BOAT LOES 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


A'SLEEPER 7 


СОЕРЕЕ SHOP 
I GET IT... 
(THINK, TELL ME 
STARK, YOU AND 
SELINA, You HAD 
ATHING HEY 7 


| SOMETHING LIKE ТНА, „вот 
l| THERE WAS MORE TO tr 
THAN THAT, Y ЕБ... 


THAT WAS BACK IN THE DAY. IT... Ан, DIDN'T 
WHEN | WAS STILL YOUNG WORIC OUT. 
AND FOOLISH . 
50, SHE DUMPED 
YOUR 855, HUH? 


50 WHAT HAPPENED Z SOME 

FRESH YOUNG GUY Swoor 

DOWN AND STEAL HER FROM 
You, HEY 2 


MUST'VE BEEN A 
“TOUGH HOMBRE 
TO STEAL YOUR 
WOMAN — WHO WAS 


IT, SUPERMAN 7 





WHAT WAS SHE THEN, 
707 SHE WAS JUST 
A Kip - BUT NOW SHE 
IS А WOMAN PERHAPS. 
SHE'LL STAND UP 


A CAT. HEH. NOW THATS 
FRIGGIN’ RICH. 


THE LINE ON THE 
BOTTOM 2 SAME AS 
IT ALWAYS 16. 


CMON, HEV. 
UGHTEN UP, 
I KNOW, | JOKE 
TOO MUCH . 


You AND I HAVE BEEN DOWN 
THE ROAD TOGETHER ‚So I WANT 
YOU TD KNOW THE SCORE .¥'éEE, 
SHE DIDNT JUST LEAVE ME, SHE 
BURNED ME ON A JOB, 


YOURE LOSING 
ME STARK -- 


WHO LAN 
YOU TRUST? 





ITS GOOD To SEE YOU, І KNOW SURE BABY. МУ MAMA 
IT WAS SHORT NOTICE 'N ALL. WAS HAPPY TO Та? IT, 
UID You GET А SHTER.OKAY 7 





ET ра Aw YoU KNOW, WITH THIS 
MAKE US A TRAIN THING 1 BUSY, RIGHT 2 
DRINK BABY ? YOU SOUND BUT SOMETHING KINDA ` 


an FUNNY HAPPENED. 


TELL ME. 
| COULD USE A 
LAUGH . 


WELL УМОМ CARMINE 2 WELL HE'S BEEN GETTING Y'KNOW, CHECK. THE PHONES. 

THE TALL KID Z LIKES THEM se ell EU FOR BUGS, SCAN FOR HIPDEN 

VIDEO comes АР СВАРТ Д | Mie una митне дО d | MERAS. ELE му Em 
aie pace EE ee ON THE COMPUTER .., 





Y- -Y'kNOW BABY, | JUST 
REMEMBERED... HAVE TV GET WERE GONNA GET To 
MY GIRL TO THE DENTIST REAL THE BOTTOM CF THIS... 
EARLY TOMORROW -- 





BOOK ilg 


SLaM 





nd stormy night. 


It was a dark а 1 3 
N | Л 
$ я 
he е, 


What do you want from me? 
I'm a detective...not a writer. 


I suppose it all 
started when the Mayor 
hired me to find q 
a dead woman... 


; с. SEA Ч + T 
х | 


> on“ I || Ц 


UN 


N ыг | `. 





The notorious jewel thief Catwoman < 
had apparently died evading capture 
after murdering a Gotham socialite 
named Selina Kyle. 


The mayor didn't believe she was 
dead and it was my job to find her. A 
The trail of the Catwoman led me 

to a startling secret. 


Not only was 
Selina Kyle alive, 
she was Catwoman. 


But when it came 
| down to it,I couldn't 
turn her in. 


I told the Mayor 

it was a bust. 

He had some of his 
boys give пе a bonus Д 
payment I hadn't 
expected. 


So it all started with a x 

search for a dead woman. N 
% 
SN 


№ 0 


But to understand why > 
I'm here on a roof 6: 
in the rain... 


...We have to talk about another 
dead woman named Chantel. : 





The Mayor's cops had roughed me up pretty 
good.In the following days my face healed 
but other pains lingered.I found myself 
killing spare time hanging out in places 
where I hoped I might see her... 


I sit back, wondering what some kept mob 
trim is doing with the likes of Swifty. 
I must've went out, 

cause next thing 

I know I'm waking 

up to а саг horn. 


Once I'm sure I'm awake, 
I decide to follow them. 
Except all the tires 
on my crate are flat. 


Selina has played 
me like a зпої-позе. Й 


I gotta laugh. 
= у “ 


Something big was going on.I could feel it 
rolling in around me like the anxious 
discomfort that precedes a violent illness. 
Swifty and Selina weren't coming back. 


If I wanted 
in,I'd have 
to find 


I was hanging out near Swifty's and I see a 
young pro come out of his shop.I’m smiling to 
myself about old Swifty and then I make her... 


...Chantel something, 
Frank Falcone's thingy. 


And she looks a little 


I see Selina and Swifty float past me... 
she's waving. It's like a surreal scene 
from some fruity art film. 


I kill an hour looking for 
a connection between Selina, 
Swifty and a mob heavy like 
Falcone.I can't figure what 
it adds up to,but I know 

it can't be good news. 

It starts to rain. 


Chantel and that worried look on her face 
were my only lead. That meant going to have 
a talk with Falcone.And that meant going in 
heavy. Like a favorite song,the skies turned 
it up in sympathy. 





Wish I had 1 
7 my damn hat. 
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= i = 7 

I'm fifty years old and that woman has 
me acting like that nancy-boy Batman. 
Guys like me don't get invited up to 
Falcone's penthouse, so I had to find 
my own ride in.That partially explained 
why I was on a ladder thirty stories 

up in the driving rain. 


But it doesn't explain 
why I'm crazy enough to run 
this in the first place. 


Let me put it this way. 

I'm middle-aged, single,and I live 
alone.I could be moldering my lonely 
ass away on the couch watching 
television or I could try to help 

at least two women I knew were in 
big trouble. 


So y'see,one man's crazy 
is another man's meat. 


Or somesuch. 


I made the roof of 
Falcone's penthouse 
just as the screaming 
starts. 


The goon guarding the I couldn't make it out, I knew it was Chantel from 
5 but Falcone was оп the her dress,but sweet 
GE ES la reke Lesen. phone.Then I saw her... Sover hør сасе. 
YEAH, 175 FALCONE, LOOK, 
KONG, SOMEONE MIGHT TRY 
TO HIT THE TRAIN ... 





МО, ВИТ I KNOW IT INVOWES THAT NO, THE OTHER ONE, LAPERIER ой TELL 
BASTARD STARK AND SOME BROAD. THAT FROG To SEARCH THE RIVERFRONT 
THEY FLAN ON GETTING AWAY ON 

BOATS AT THE BORDER... JUST 

SHUT UP AND LISTEN 7 CALL 


қ 2 NO, GET BALK TO 
“THOSE FRENCH RETARDS-- / МЕ. VM GONNA DEAL 


THIS TRAMP NOW, 





My whole Irish 
life it’s been 
the same.I need 
|] something to 
fight about. 
[| Something to 
fight for. 


No fear, 
no doubt, 
no choice... 









2. 
Just the righteous anger 
of the killer inside me. 
4 vr = а 






| Горда KNOW WHO You 
ARE PH ub Ag WE'RE ом TO 
YOU AND YOUR 
OLE CREW. 


THATS RIGHT, LOOK WHEN THEY FINISH WHH 

Per o M YOU ,THAT"LL. 1004. LIKE 
vår Ay AT 

WHAT You SEE Z А DAY AT ТИЕ. SPA, YOU 


HEAR MEZ 





She's bad. | SE 
delirious. YOU Ро THE 
m RIGHT THING/ 


ашк -- 
d attention 
my dotter..- 一 to the only 
4 : living thing 
left in 
the room. 
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THERE'S ONE MORE “THING. 
YOU KEEP MENTIONING THIS 
WHORE 


Which,as they 
say, brings us 
up to speed. 


HIS NAMES STARK STARK // 
I DON’T KNOW THE GIRLS NAME 
| SWEAR / NOW PULL МЕ UP 27 
к МЕ НАРА DEAL / 


Y 


THE DEAL WAS | WOULON’T 
KILL YOU. PALL YOURSELF ИР. 


I figure I'11 take the stairs down. 
Should hustle. Cops'll be here soon. 


I'VE TOW? You 
EVERYTHING, тои 
PSYCHO / WE UPD 
А DEAL / NOW PULL 
ME UP’ 





So it was а heist,and it was going down 
upstate near the Canadian border. Whoever 
Falcone had talked to on the phone had 
been tipped. 


Selina was in the middle 
of this. In trouble. 


Heh. I beat you 
down greaseball. 


I put a few blocks between myself 
and Falcone, then start angling for 
a taxi.If I was gonna get up there 
in time to do anything,I'd need 

a plane. Better still,a seaplane. 
No problem. In Gotham,I always 
know a guy who knows a guy. 


Suddenly, Falcone 
drops in. 


I'd give up red meat 
to know what the hell 
is going on up there. 





E Росі. даве нг Е SAY 
EONE | ING TO TRY 
BOPDEF--t3n4D18nM SIDE TO ^T THE y so WE 
Е CHECK THE COVES. 
WHAT IS IT HENRI 2 
WE LOOK. FØR 
HENRIZ 


I THINK PERHAPS WE MAYBE WE ROB THE 
WAIT TO SEE WHAT 15 ROBBERS AND KEEP 
THE DEAL „Ен ? OUR “EROIN, YES 2 


BOP DEF -- U.S. SIDE 


12 . 
BELIEVE ME , ITLL 
DISTRACT THEM. 


OIE YAH, STARK. , YES, YES „,SWIFTY 
I PROMISE ¿MUCHO ера edo ad 


PYROTELHNICA FOR OKAY, SEE YOU IN 
SURE ... THIRTY MINUTES, 





ALL RIGHT JEFF. 


SEE YOU IN THIRTY. 


BEFORE ,., WHAT HAPPENED 
BETWEEN US BACICTHEN y, , 
WELL IM-- 


CMON, UP. 
ITS TIME TO 
Go 


- 





11118714 - Canadian SIDE 


NAH, UM FINE . SEE 
YOU ON THE RIVER ,,, 
Two CARS, со? LUCK, 
ONE TRUCK, JUST 
НКЕ you SAID. 


WELCOME TO CANADA , 
| АМ MONSIEUR LAPERIER. 


AND THIS 15 SEAN-MARC. | THINK SEAN-MPRL WILL WAIT 
DAT WAS AN INNERESTING HERE WHILE You AND 160 FØRA 
PHONE CALL МЕС 2 BOATRIDE, YES 2 





I know,I know...a guy my age should be 
ashamed of himself, right? Except it's not 
like that...it’s more like a fondness; 

a fascination.And the kind of deep concern 
you usually reserve for the special few in 
your life.You read the book on this woman 
and you gotta admire her. 


It took about an hour 

and a half to find a pilot 
and talk him into this 
stunt.As usual,it all 

came down to money. 


I tell him to try and track 

the northbound rail lines, 

but it's ceiling zero out there, 
and the visibility is pitiful. 
He takes us above the storm, 

to make better time. 


Falcone mentioned a dude пашаа Stark, ° Stark was bad company at the best of times, 
and that has me worried.He's a master thief but it was something more...something about 
and a cold-blooded killer.Never been caught, Selina.It nags at me like a bad tooth 
whereabouts unknown. ка 





Then І remember. I hadn't heard the name | 
recently--I'd read it. In the Catwoman file | The files I 
I had put together during my investigation. | burned for Selina. 
і I try to remember 
the details... 





...it was a diamond robbery.Stark and an 
associate named "Fingers" Marotta took down 
a Falcone courier for about half a million 
in uncut stones. 


And this is where the story gets interesting. 
The third member of the gang was supposed to 
be waiting with a getaway car, but when Stark 


hit the street... 


But something 
went wrong. 


There was a hell of 

a firefight and "Fingers" 
was hit. Stark apparently 
didn't bat an eye. 


He picked up that bag 
and made for the street 
in a hail of bullets. 


This part was told to the cops 

by an eyewitness. A homeless shmoe 
or somesuch...A whip snaked down 
out of the night,plucking the 
diamonds from Stark's hand. 


He was alone, 
and holding the bag. 





went down on the books 
s the third official sighting 
f a new criminal in Gotham. 


Her appearance coincided 
with that of the Batman, 
and the media had dubbed 
her Catwoman. 





It's hard to imagine 

what went through Stark's 
mind.Did he know who was 
behind the mask? 


What happened 
to the driver of 
the getaway car? 


According to the witness, 
Stark just stood there without 
firing a shot,as the sound of 
a cracking whip took her 

away into the night. 


The boys got hold of "Fingers" before he 
checked out. He gave up Stark and "some girl" 
before he died on them. 


As for Stark, 

he escaped with his life. 
But his days in Gotham 
were over for good. 


The clouds pull open in front of us and below 
us is the border. We've flown clear of the 
storm. 


Tonight I killed three men and held a 
twenty-year-old girl in my arms while 
she died. But God help me, it felt like 
the worst was yet to come. 





BOOK Four 









"umm uu gh 
all the. setup, 
15 behind us. 














TIME To SEE 
IF WE’ 
TUFF ENOUGH. 























a, WHAT Do WE Do 2 а 


JUST BE 
READY WITH 
THAT GAS / 





ROLLIN’ VINNIE - 
ЕР 


DONT бо TIL 
| SIGNAL - - 





аў 2 X | 
А J 


ЛЕ» Y 
те? 


Р H 


2 ПН яаг ий 
f ғ ) : 
ü = | 





Я 


зи 
2 


ў 





к/ 
WE LOST SELINA / 
SHE РЕЦ OFF 
THE TRAIN / 


JUST RELAX 


STARK, 
ARE You РЕАЕ7 
I SAW HER FALL 

OFF WITH MY 
OWN = = 


汽 ~ _-_-___.________ 
JEFF -ТАКЕ А : EX === — 
Pr Ex) > 








NEVER MIND. 
GET READY To 





You MAY LIVE ТО 
SEE TOMORROW. 


í 
5 
5 





What а rush / 
Just one more 
unpleasant 
task.’ 





1 swim towards thé dim outline of the floats. 
The beat Slowly grons in Hie darkness. 


Ws qu cnm 
n е . 
really e 


Fov a moment 

lim consumed by SELINA / 
the childish Жау 15 THAT You / 
that Something 

howible will nse 

from the depths 

and Snatch me 

away u But 

Stark 15 the only 

predator in this 

wodbr— ard hes 

my predator. 


ОТЕ -YAH/ AND LET You CLAIM 


THOUGHT MAYBE Boy pa pE 
My DATE, HUH 2 OLD TO 
You DROWN, HEY 2 == й RUN AWAY, 


NOW "THAT 
THERE SHEIS / МУ SHARE 7 FAT CHANCE ГМ А MILLIONAIRE, SORRY JEFF, 
PRETTY å 1 шаў RICH AVD 


| TOLD YOU 
STARK, SELINA 
Б OUR LUCKY 
GIRL, HEY 2 





Аб You CAN SEE, 
I AM TAKING РЕ 
MONEY, EH ? 


APS 1 EXPLAIN. I WAS 
NEVER. MIND PER 
FU ccrte GOING То TRADE А LOT 


EROIN FØR THAT MONEY .NOW 
THE HELL в ТНБ 4 I KEEP BOTH Ен 2 


SEUNAZ 


e 


[could kiss 
whoever 16 in 
Hat plane - 





SET ER POWN ЕУ 


THAT COVE. SIT TIGHT WHILE 


| RECON THE AREA. 


YA DONT 
HAFTA TELL ME 
TWICE BRADLEY. 


I AVE THEM IN FRONT 
OF ME . CONSIDER IT 
DONE, LaPERIER . 


YA, JEAN-MARC, 
You ‘AVE А PLANE WITH 
TWO COWBOYS COME 
YOUR WAY... YOU 
KNOW WHAT TO Do, EHZ 





Theres a moment After we hitthe water, | | You see , Stark hod a hold of the net when 
i He тел ли bolted. He boat apt underway. He could've left me 
Here, but he didnt He took my hand . 


7, 


— ' | figure get rid of him and be done with i+, but 
ноо 1 ae gm a „ү +o Know who HiG Clown works 
n es out the di fov. We doit his way . 
ppraach Stavik 
forms а quick plan- 


| hope Frenchie 
likes ains. 


АМЕ NIN Вит | 2 
WELL NOW, WHAT “AVE Es Гое кар, дану ны шиш Аел ийме 


WE HERE - You MUST, HAVE ONE. (МЕ GOT ONE 
ANE NINE LIVES, CHERE . QUESTION , You've GOT E pn gen 
= ONE CHANCE TO ANSWER, ean г 





NO MY FRIEND, I AM, HOW You HOW'S THIS FOR AN ARRANGEMENT: 
SAY, A FREE AGENT, | AM SURE I PARK ONE IN THE BACK ОР 
WE CAN COME TO SOME KIND YOUR. FRIGGIN’ HEAD. 
OF ARRANGEMENT «+: 


No // This cant be happening- 
Stark can't die „МУ hot 
possible -- 








My instincts fell p to 
get OG far away 

here as fast 06 ibe. 
But I aw fo check the 
cove . F | want 40 Stay a 
"dead; | better make sure | ton feel atidal wave 
trove ave то [0052 endo . 


о | me | choke it back, 
And wade into Shove. 


THERES NO ONE 
HERE ВИТ US, 
SELINA. 


ØTHERS 2 THERE ARE NO 
OTHERS... ALL THE BAD 
MEN ARE DEAD SHERIFF... 


EASY SELINA- 





WHAT NOW 7 WHAT NOW IS | GET 
BACK ON THAT BOAT AND HEAD NORTH. 
YOU Go BACK To GOTHAM ANP 
KEEP YOUR MOUTH SHUT. 


WHEN | GET 
BACK MA BUY 
You ANEW SET 

OF RADIALS, 





I DON'T THINK SOSELINA. 
ТОО MANY PEOPLE HAVE 
DIED TONIGHT..,, 


ARE YOU SURE 7 
THERES NOTHING 


I CAN DO TO CHANGE 
YOUR MIND 7 


«AND NOT AL OF 


I HAVE TO TAKE You 
IN,SELINA , 





you ваг You 


Л DON'T ВЕ A БАРУ YOUU UVE 
SHOT ME, 


WHICH 16 MORE THAN | CAN SAY 
FOR ANYONE ELSE WHO 
TRUSTED ME TONIGHT, 


HERE, SIT UP, NOW,! NEED You TO THE FACT THAT 50 MANY PEOPLE 
LET ме GET THAT. USTEN To ME, 


DIED FØR THIS MONEY 15 EXACTLY WHY 
SLAM BRADLEY. I CAN'T LET You STOP МЕ, 
їм мот SURE How, BUT І 
NEED To SET THINGS RIGHT, 


IF CHANTEL 15 ,,, PIONT MAKE IT, WHO'S 


AND JUST TO BRING THINGS BALE To MORE 
GOING TO SEE TD IT HER DAUGHTER AND IMMEDIATE MATTERS .., SLAM, UM A THIEF 


MOTHER ARE LOOKED AFTER ? Yon? GOTHAM IF WE'RE GOING To BE FRIENDS You HAVE 
CITY SOCIAL SERVICES Z DONT MAKE ME TO АССЕРТ THAT. TONIGHT | EARNED EVERY 
LAUGH . CHANTEL DIED TD GIVE THEM CENT OF THAT MONEY, WITH THE BLOOD OF 

A BETTER АРЕ. NOW ITS 


FOUR ФЕ MY FRIENDS, [NEED You 
УР To ME, | GUESS. TO RESPECT THAT. 


I WONT LET | NEED YouTo 
You OR ANY UNDERSTAND 
MAN STOP МЕ. Pipa, 4 x THAT | CONT 
EVER WANT ТО 
TALK ABOUT 
TONIGHT, EVER 
AGAIN. 


| DONT KNOW 
THE MEANING OF 
THE WORD. 














BATMAN ZB BLACK&WHITE ZB BATMAN 





-. MILLIONAIRE DEVELOPER 

AND PHILANTHROPIST ALEXANDER 

GOODWIN WAS THEN REPORTED 

TO HAVE CREDITED THE ENIGMATIC. 

BATMAN WITH THE CAPTURE OF 
THE KIDNAPPERS AND SAFE 
RETURN OF THEIR DAUGHTER 

JUSTINE... - 
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THANKS, DAVE, IM HERE TODAY 
Р FOR AN EVENT IMPORTANT ENOUGH 
TO ATTRACT MOST OF 
GOTHAMS LUMINARIES AND 
A FEW THOUSAND SPECTATORS. 
BUT IT (5 AN EVENT THAT HAS 
LEFT GOTHAM'S CITIZENS 
SHARPLY PIVIDER 


"^ =ч 
... AND 50, BATMAN- - 
WHOEVER YOU MAY BE, 
BY WAY OF THANKS, І 
GIVE TO YOU А TRIBUTE 
WORTHY OF OUR CITYS 

CHAMPION... 




















GOP BLES THIS 
BATMAN, WHOEVER 
HE 15. HE S... HE'S 
A GOSHVÅRN HERO, 


... HE SAVED MY COUSINS 
LIFE, Y'KNOW? I MEAN, I 
THINK IT'S ALL SOLID... 
HE 5 LIKE SOME KINDA 
FREAKY INSTITUTION. 


а іні 
n ШІ ШК 


THAT, OF COURSE, WAS 
5/Х MONTHS AGO, AND 
TONIGHT WE GO LIVE TO 
SUMMER GLEESON IN 
ROBINSON PARK FOR A 
RELATED STORY, SUMMER 2 


I THINK IT'S WRONG ON 
SO MANY LEVELS. I MEAN, 


B SUMMER -- THE MAN [5 A 


CRIMINAL. I DON'T KNOW 
THAT WE NEED TO PEIFY 
А MAN LIKE THAT. 








I GIVE To 
YOU THE GOTHAM 


GUARDIAN! 


E 


5809 


Е 


с 
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ON THE BRIGHTSIDE, 
SIR-- THINK OF HOW 
HAPPY THE PIGEONS 

MUST BE. 


TUST LOOK AT THAT THE LAST THING I NEED 15 
RIDICULOUS CHIN, A FAN CLUB, THIS IS GOING 
TO MEAN TROUBLE. 


ІМ SURE ITS 
NOTHING THE 

GOTHAM GUARDIAN 

CAN'T HANDLE. 


GO AHEAD 


AND SCREAM, 
LADY... AIN'T 


M-MAYBE 
THIS AIN'T SUCH 
А GOOD IDEA... 





SATUROAY | SUNDAY 


THE 
Deus 
HELPERS... 


кб >. 
m 








... THE QUESTION MAY МОТ ВЕ WHETHER THE СПУ 
| . WANTS THIS BATMAN MONUMENT, BUT RATHER, 
WHETHER THEY WANT BAMAN, 


NO FALSE 
IDOLS 


OH, DELIGHTFUL... SO Å. 
THiS WILL 90 Just (5; 
FINE. 
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AIR, I BELIEVE | 4 ІМ МАУ 
YOU SHOULD TURN 1 AHEAD OF 
ON CHANNEL 5 
SIX. 


«МА RCISSISTIC- FASCIST WITHOUT 
` 3 ANY REGARD 
FOR SOCIETY S 


THIS BATMAN 
REPRESENTS OURCITY'S 
WORST IMPULSES AND 

b SICKEST FANTASIES, 


I АМ, AFTER ALL, 
PR. HUGO STRANGE, 


Е AND BELIEVE ME... 


ALL ABOUT 
SICK 
FANTASIES, 

















AT EXACTLY 
MIDNIGHT І WILL 
RID GOTHAM'S GOOD 

CITIZENS OF THIS 
PAGAN IDOL. AS FOR 
5 ik ЗЕРНОМ 9 


> SHE'S NO 
LOIS LANE. 


I HAVE NO DEMANDS, NO 
RANSOM, THIS IS MY GIFT 
TO THE PEOPLE OF GOTHAM. 
YOU HAVE 30 MINUTES TO 

EVACUATE THE PARK, 





ALL UNITS PROCEED 
WITH EVAC AN? SEAL 
THE PARK EXITS. 


й LEXCORP DETONATOR WITH : | HAS А RANGE ОР 
АМ 87-7 КЕМОТЕ. 3 ABOUT HALF А 


ELIMINATE AREAS 
WITHOUT і 
SIGNIFICANT 
COVER. 


ЖЕР NEED TREES 
Å OR A BLILDING TO 
HIDE А VAN THAT 


T 

THAT BRAINLESS 

BRUTE WHILE MY 
GENIUS GOES 
UNNOTICED, 


ONCE I КІРТНЕ W 
CITY OF THAT FALSE 
IDOL, THOSE HEATHENS 
WILL REALIZE IT WAS 
HUGO STRANGE THAT 4 
N DELIVERED THEM. 


THEY WILL 
4 WORSHIP! 4 





WHERE THE 
DEVIL (5 
BATMAN? 


GOOP WORK, 
BATMAN! 





T 
ll couLDN'T FIND THE 
REMOTE DETONATOR. 
NOW IF урь EXCUSE 


а 8 
THE ENO 








a a DREAMCGIRL 





“The party was a snore, but the hostess had a helluva wardrobe.” 




















; E 
. | ux 
Als чі (18111118 uu 


IT'S ABOUT o 
TIME YOLI GOT HERE. WANT ANY 
І DID EVERYTHING SILLY STATUE, 
BUT DRAW YOU LOVER... 


IF YOU 
WANTED THIS 
STATUE, SELINA, 
YOU'D BE LONG 
GONE. 











<A 
ERIT! 


IP 


| TWANT 
| ТО PLAY! 





bis 
MAL 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
GENTLEMAN 
SHOWS LIP FOR 
A NIGHT ON 
THE TOWN 
WITHOUT 
А САҢ? 


WORRIES. 
JUST SIT BACK 
AND ENJOY 
THE RIDE-- 


-- ILL 
DRIVE 
TONIGHT. 








IA REST: 





г 
ve E 
| på 





DINE AND 
DASH? 





il 


= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
Ея 
== 
= 
я 
я 
я 
я 
я 
= 
= 
a 









ТЕЗІ 










В 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ILL a 7 | 
DANCE WITH YOU, “% 
BIG STLIFF-- e 






ВИТ Z LEAD, 
N'EST-CE PAS? 


IT'S LIKE 
T SAID EARLIER, 
LOVER-- 


TLL DRIVE 
TONIGHT. 


І DON'T : 
CARE WHAT THE 
| OTHER GIRLS SAY. 
> YOU'RE РИМ. 


IF YOU PLAY 
YOUR CARDS RIGHT, 
MAYBE YOU CAN 
TAKE ME OUT 


AGAIN NEXT 
SATURDAY. 





You 
KNOW WHERE 
TO FIND ME. 









GOTHAM GITY 


EAST SIDE: DUSK 


то знач 
wa va ЧА va ЧА wa ЧА ЧА: 





| Y 
vé % 


EE E EE ЕЕ 
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OHJEEZ, 
WHAT HAVE 
I DONE? 
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BASED ON THE SEVENTIES CLASSIC “NIGHT OF THE STALKER’, 
BY DARWYN COOKE BY STEVE ENGLEHART, VIN & SAL AMENDOLA & DICK GIORDANO 


Special thanks to Bruce Timm 
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GOTHAM FIRE ROAD EIGHT-9:45 КЕ MAN, 
РЕМЕМВЕ CESSO! 
STARK? You MURDER! 
SAID THERE'P 
IT WAS BE NO GREASE. 
SUPPOSED TO Ч 
GO OFF CLEAN-- 
NO KILLING. 


HAD AN IT'S KEWL NOW. 
Meer SAW WE GOT AWAY AND 
KELLY'5 FACE AND NO WORRIES. 
THE CAR. 


LISTEN, ANTLER, ж oce 


AND LISTEN GOOD, You MOUTH AND START 
WERE BROUGHT IN ON DOING BOTHOR WE CAN 
THIS ТО DRIVE AND PULL OVER AND SETTLE 


HANG TOUGH THIS RIGHT NOW. ши у 
à Ç ~ ф ms usr 


THE BATMAN- 
GNES МЕ-- 
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5 АЗИИ” 


YOU'RE THINKING, 
Вит | SWEAR 
HE WPS - < 





193 


барам IT! 
me Сг? 
Wi 2 CAR AND GET US 
OUT oF HERE! 


He's got 
the keys. 














— 01122 ОП ита г 
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7 хе. | 
jf fu. N 





Mu 











LAKE BURNLEY—10:45 РМ 


CHRIST, 
ANTLER, MAINTAIN / 
YOu DON'T SEE МЕ 
BLUBBERING UKE 
Som-- d 


7 
UN 


PS 
9. 


4 


a 


Дата 


z 
Гаўс 
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DEVIL- COME 
TO TAKE ME 7 


АН», HEHH , 
Ай, HEHH = 


come Ut, соте 
out, Wherever 
you åre -- 


BRING (т, 
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CUCk- MAN 
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РМ SERIOUS! 
Н DON'T WANT TO KILL - PLEASE я 
YOu, BUT IF YOU STAY BACK! 
PUSH ME -- 





N Z 








L] 
® 


an 








O o А 8 
я. EM má 
UN JE - 
一 一 nothing. 
ARNE 
gor 
Р = 
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WAYNE MANOR — DAWN 
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куму" 


CRIME 
СОМУЕМТІОМ 





STORYTELLERS 
Jeph Loeb and Darwyn Cooke 
INKS BY 
J. Bone 
COLORS BY 
Dave Stewart 
LETTERS BY 


Comicraft 


SPECIAL THANKS-TO 
DENIS KITCHEN 


others, for obvious reasons, == N 
meant to be told ЗА @ are kept secret and known only | Ф This, then, would be one 
over and over... to those who were there... @ of those that up until Л 
С now have remained... 
© untold... 


" GLAD YOU 
COULD FIND THE 
TIME TO MAKE IT TO 
CENTRAL CITY 
THIS YEAR, JIM. 


ТО COME 
MORE OFTEN, 
DOLAN, BUT 
GOTHAM CITY 
| HAS НЕЕ... 
|| CHALLENGES, 


ELLEN..? 
- SHE STILL 
PINING AFTER Гү 


HER MASKED 
MAN? 


ALTHOUGH, YOU'RE ТОО 
AS FÅR AS IT 4 GOOD А DETECTIVE 
GOES, THE SPIRIT WHAT /€ IT TO KNOW THAT ГМ NOT 
MEANS WELL, WITH GOOD GIRLS’ GOING TO ANSWER 
FASCINATION WITH THAT: 
BAD MEN? 





DID YOu ЕЕЕ МАН, IT’S JUST 
EVER TELL ANYONE? 7 FUNNY SOMETIMES TO 
AFTER ALL THESE — THINK THAT NOBODY Ў 
YEARS? KNOWS... 


HALF OUR 
Щ JOB 5 KEEPING SECRETS, 
> DOLAN. YOU? 


ТМ GETTING 
TIRED OF WAITING, 
CARRION. YOUR MAN 
SAID HE'D HAVE THE 
PASSPORTS BY 
NINE. 


HE 
SAID HE'D ВЕ 
RIGHT 

IT Down. 
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| 


OW the Spirit 
met Batman... 





НА НО НА! 
SEE YA LATER, 


SPIRIT! 





Й 
y 23 I > 
хъс 
cam 


[^ 





DID YOU 
JUST HEAR 
SOMETHING? 


/ WP ы я, L 4 
4 ` ~ 
COSSACK 
HEARS NOTHING. ESP H 
EVENING’S... SETBACK, 
ARE YOU ALWAYS WE’RE PROCEEDING 
GOING TO REFER TO YOURSELF AS SCHEDULED. 


Î IN THE THIRD PERSON, COSSACK? 
1 IT’S TIME TO 
А” “Дый y š SAY "GOODBYE" 


CENTRAL CITY. 


|| “AND ® 
||| THE SPIRIT. 





P d 


I THINK W pe 
GOTH ARA э 
you 2222 dos 


З І 
THINK WE 
&OT HIM. 


| 
Т» 
ge 


ETENE 


_ THIS в сома 
TO TAKE SOME... 
CARE, 





д N ””./ 
AS 7 


са 4 > 


9 





— 
THEY FLY THROUGH -- THOSE DARING 
THE AIR WITH THE YOUNG MEN ON 
E Eo ТОР THE FLYING.... 
WAIT A MINUTE. 
THAT’S NOT A PILOT 
SONG! THAT’S A 


CIRCUS SONG! 


THAT MADMAN KIL 
THE PILOTS AND HITA 
THE PLANE, 


Э. 4 
Ер УЕАН, 
«к 


Е 
скі 
P 
\ f 
2» 
p^ 
4 


AND NOW 
I HAVE IT STUCK IN 
MY 4 
Оооо... 
THAT МАКЕЄ 


I WANT TO KILL 
SOMEBODY! 


АМТ 
Ф НЕ NEAT? 


"Л T1 
| 
( 7, 
(4 7 / 





DO NOT 
ARGUE WITH ME. 
CUT THE LINE. 


FOR THE RECORD, 


A I WASN'T ARGUING I JUST 
WITH YOu. WANTED TO 
> MAKE SURE РТ 
Y WAS GOING TO DIE, 
I HEARD YOu 
CORRECTLY, 





Y 
YOu DID IT, JN HOPE YOU ENSOYED 50 


[ THIS Б NOW 
РИРРІМ! YOUR CAPTAIN OUR LITTLE INFLIGHT : 
ST SIT BACK, 
| SPEAKING. EDAX AND 101 


you | ENTERTAINMENT, RELAX AND YOUR 
KILLED BATBOOB == - STEWARDESS WILL 
AND ROTTEN! — 2 BE BRINGING YOU 
с a THE POISON 
OF YOUR 
CHOICE, 


+ 
«А 
50 TO SPEAK, 
v 
ow, Yi И ў 
= d» 
WHO WANTS Q 
DRINKY-P005? L 
~ 


І MAKE 
А MEAN PINK 
PUSSYCAT! 





BY TONIGHT, 
TLL BE SIPPING E wee 


COCONUT DRINKS 
WITH A LITTLE 
UMBRELLA... 


THE POLICEMEN'S 
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION'S 
ДАШ, БА r ENFORCEMENT == 


<] 
~ MAYBE 
ў TO DINNER... 
|| 


| GREAT BIG 
Й FAT SMILE ON k 
MN РА 


DOESN'T IT BOTHER 
YOU AT ALL THAT EVERY 


DON'T чоў Š 


GET IN ANY 
TROUBLE! 


SPIRIT, 
LET DADDY GO 
AND HAVE A LITTLE 
FUN FOR ONCE! 


HRMMM.. 
I WONDER WHERE 
DON HO Е PLAYING... 
I LOVE THAT "TINY 
"BUB --" 









BUT МУ 
FRIENDS CALL 
МЕ... 





I--I'M TERRIBLY SORRY. LET 
ME HELP YOU WITH THAT. 


HOW NICE IT 15 TO MEET А 
GENTLEMAN IN THIS DAY AND AGE. 






-ME? 
idi IN FACT, 
I SHOULD THANK YOU 
PROPERLY, 


ANYBODY WHO CAN THERE'S 
SF GET YOU То во ON | [THE OPEN-MINDED” _ AND "To РИ 
LIKE HER VACATION CANT BE DAUGHTER I THIS LITTLE BENEVOLENT 
і ALL BAD, DADDY. å KNOWAND TRIP INT As СТА ОК ANNUAL 
RAISED. A LAW-ENFORCEMENT Й 
CONVENTION COUNTS 
М AS WORK, , 


UH-HUH. AND 
YOU'LL JUST HAPPEN TO 


"HELLO" TO YOUR NEW GIRLFRIEND 
BETWEEN SEMINARS...? 





I JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY Z CAN'T TAKE YOU 
TO THE AIRPORT. 


BECAUSE MY 


“Your DAD DAD TOLD ME VERY Ус 
JUST GOES ON ОТО: ME VERY YOUNG, AND, 


AND ON AND ON 
ABOUT NOU. 


|| [ша A фр 
"ARLING...2" Y 





In Central City’s | In богат City’s p 
Cemetery living quarters е Batcave и T'VE CALCULATED 


е с а Demy Colt's й We "np НЕ e Ф stately Wayne Manor... W| THE AMOUNT OF FUEL THAT 


LIKE IT ONE ВІТ, 


PLANE WAS CARRYING... 


THE TUNA 
NOODLE CASSEROLE 4 
І HAD PLANNED FOR №, 4 с == ` 
DINNER? IT’S DADDY'S Í NOT THAT! = „АМО THE JOKER Ч 
FAVORITE. THIS... ГА, š 16 EITHER HEADED FOR 
ў GREENLAND... 


Iu SPOKE.. TO 
"SWIFTY” LAFORGE ABOUT APPARENTLY, 
THE OTHER NIGHT AND WHAT HE Було ne WITH A 
WAS DOING WITH TWO DOZEN CRIMINAL RECORD ALL 
BLANK PASSPORTS, THOUGHT IT WOULD BE WHERE 
NICE TO TAKE A COMMISSIONER 
ww DOI ON HOLIDAY» GORDON 6 AT THAT 

KNOW T'M GOING POLICEMEN’S 
ТО HATE WHERE CONVENTION! 


THIS |6 GOING? EVERY 


GREAT COP 
IN THE COUNTRY 
WILL BE 
THERE/ 


НА-НА-НЕ-НЕ! 
IT’S LIKE I ALWAYS SAY, WHY BOTHER 
HARLEY GIRL WITH A ROD AND REEL 
"4 WHEN IT’S EASIER TO JUST 
SHOOT THE FISH IN 
А BARREL! 

















216 


| р T KNOW! = / 40. TALL. DARK, 
Ма me YOU BIN ALONG. ТМ SONE percepi y 
RELAXED! EW DAYS || то THE SPA TO MAKE MYSELF Ж 
IN HAWAII WOULD HAVE ГА EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL, 


AS BLOWING UP A 


БА MORE BEAUTIFUL, 
даа P'&ELL. 


CE 
E SURPRISED Ы? 
[EE 

> ES 


ч 


БУ” ТМ NOT SURE 
SCHOOL Bus LOAD == Н му HEART сойо TAKE 


AT LEAST THAT’S THE 
ATTITUDE MN... UM... 
"LADY FRIEND” 
le SELLING МЕ, 


ро “а 
I KNOW || 
you? 


Y 


The Policeman's 
Benevolent Association's 
Annual Law Enforcement 

Convention 

REGISTRATION | 


IN “з 





oon ue TWO CU 
? D 
GOATS MEETING THE, se Ка 


GIRLS OF OUR А WHEN YOU LEAST 
DREAMS, EXPECT IT. 41 


YOU GOING 
TO THIS COSTUME | 


Q THING TONIGHT? 


WELCOME, 
FRIENDS 
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"OPPORTUNITY." 


-- OR THAT 


SPECIAL NERVE 


THAT’S OUR WHETHER IT’S 
WATCHWORD OF THAT BANK THAT 
THE DAY. _ 1520 RIPE THE MONEY 
BAGS ARE JUST PLOPPING 
INTO YOUR LAP -- 


BUT, BEFORE WE BEGIN, 
T WANT YOu ALL TO TURN 
TO THE PERSON TO YOUR RIGHT 
OR LEFT AND SAY HELLO. 


AFTER ALL, IT’S NOT 
OFTEN THAT THOSE OF 
US FROM CENTRAL CITY 
GET TO RUB SHOULDERS 
WITH OUR COMPATRIOTS IN 
GOTHAM CITY. 


7 


AND LE 
HANE А NICE ROUND OF 
APPLAUSE FOR... 


WHO ARE 

OUR ATAY YERE 
y „ТИЕ JOKER 

V AND MISS HARLEY ENDS WITH A 

QUINN! BANG! 


GAS THAT WILL 


PARALYZE YOUR 
FAVORITE CITY. 


WE MUST SEIZE 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


THAT, 
MY FRIENDS, 
le RICH WITH 
OPPORTUNITY. 


HAVING THE 
VERY BEST IN 


ALL GATHERED 
TOGETHER IN ONE 
PLACE? 


THOSE OPPORTUNITIES 


AS THEY PRESENT 
THEMSELVES. 





T MEAN, 
C’MON, HOW 
OFTEN DO 
WE FIND 
OURSELVES IN 
HAWAII? 


LEASE/ 


VULTURES 
ARE PRAC-TI-CAL-LY 
CHICKEN, 
AND T 


LOVES 
CHICKEN. 


IT, CROC! 


50, YOU ALL 
HAVE FUN! WE’RE 
GOING TO HAVE OUR 
OWN РИМ... IN THE 
SUN! 


IT WAS THE LEAST 
2 COULD ро/ 





sd 
SAN 
I 


AND THIS 
LITTLE FILLY 
le м FRIEND 


А 


JIM, THIS 
16 THE GAL 


ы І WAS TELLING 


YOU ABOUT. 





Ф 
Хе 


WELL. 
AREN'T YOU 
LOVELY. 





HMMM. WELL, SEE YOU 
TAKES ONE TO 


KNOW ONE. MAY T HAVE 
THIS DANCE? 


fo 
LOEN NS 
RO | «9. LES N 
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WHY, JAMES, 
I THOUGHT YOU'D 
NEVER ASK, 





MY GUEST, 
"BATMAN." 


ALTHOUGH, 

YOU COULD'NE PUT А 
LITTLE MORE EFFORT INTO 
YOUR DIME STORE 
KNOCKOFF 
COSTUME. 


INE READ YOUR ENTIRE 


AND DID 
YOu FIND IT 
FASCINATING? 


INTERPOL FILE. 


ЗІМ GORDON 
le OFF LIMITS. 


WHERE'D 
YOU GET THAT 
TIE? 
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I'M SURE THAT 
JAMES WOULD HAVE 
SOMETHING TO SAY 

ABOUT THAT. 


ТО TELL МУ 
FRIENDS NOT TO 
SHOP THERE. 


HEARD THAT 
JOKE 


5 NOT 
FROM ME YOU 
HAVEN'T. 





که 


Sn >.” + Ў = 
SS Етте, 7 
YOU A LITTLE 
SECRET, CAN YOU 
KEEP IT TO 
САМ YOURSELF? 
YOU KEEP A Y 
SECRET? Да 


Т SHOULD BE GETTING BACK, 
BUT IF YOU'D LIKE TO 
MEET LATER? 
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NO, NO, WS 
T'S ALL GOIN EVERY SECURITY SN 
от GUARD IN THE PLACE WITH З, 

ЕА — 
MERKING FOR Ше, 





JUST WANTED ТО 
LET YOU KNOW IT ALL 
Ф. WENT SMOOTHLY. 


o wl 
, NUM indi 


Му HANDS. 


PUTTY IN 


WHEREVER 
THE SPIRIT THINKS 
HE’S GOING TO BE AT 
MIDNIGHT, HE ISN'T. 
[> 





NICE CAB, 
eum КСЕ СА 
MUST BE THE 7 TNEGOT 
PLACE. A FRIEND 
BACK IN CENTRAL 
CITY WHO'D REALLY 
APPRECIATE ІТ, 


REMEMBER V pe. “Ж THERES NOTA 
HOLD YOUR FIRE текот Š MAN THEY MAKE I 
gi le LIKE HIM TO i CAN'T GET TO SHOW UP. 


BE LATE. EVEN BAT MEN, 


WHERE’D HE GO? 
WHERE’D HE GO?! 
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ў y М 
TM = 
BATMAN, Bi M 














you виве ЧИТ, 
LIKE TELLING W 
TO 
DO! 


№ || OTHER PEOPLE УИ) 
WHAT, Y) 





7171 TH 
Y 2 | | 
GUI 





THESE GUYS 


ARE GONNA GET 
FITTED FOR 
SOME CEMENT 
SHOES. 
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WHO ARE 
YOU GUYS? 


HE'S 
BATMAN. : 
AND UNDER ALL 


THIS MAKE-UP, ТМ 
ROBIN, THE BOY 
WONDER. 


CMON. BATMAN BATMAN RIGGED THE 
ISN'T REAL, m hn дне SHACK FOR А LOW 
IT’S JUST > IMPACT BLOW -- 
SOMETHING THE 
GOTHAM CITY P.D. -1 -- ANDI 
MADE UP TO SCARE AM VERY GOT MINE AND 
CROOKS, REAL, MOST OF THEIR GUNS 
FILLED WITH 
BLANKS, 


COSSACK 
NOU WANT 
SEES THESE MEN | THE ONE ON THE LEFT 
ARE NOT DEAD. = OR THE RIGHT? 
ÁS THEN 
= WE GOTTA KILL 
‘EM ALL OVER 
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I'D LOVE TO, 
| DARLING, вит TM 
| COMING DOWN WITH 
А MIGRAINE... 


SHOULDN'T YOU ВЕ 
PRACTICING YOUR SPEECH 
FOR THIS DINNER? 


ТМ SERIOUS, 


ONLY DEAD š 7 2 < 
ENDS BACK S ; ) HOPEFULLY 
HERE. Е M ~ Z Ж Ж THIS 
WHATEVER A <f | SPIRIT... 


/ 
D> HAS GOTTEN 
IT 6 THEY'VE 1 
GOT PLANNED, ` SOMEWHERE 


| : - WITH CROC AND 
NOBODY'S MAS == THE RUSSIAN, 


TALKING. 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK OF 
THAT GUY? 


CAN YOu 
TRUST THE 
SPIRIT? 


ES > 


224 — occ fut Le > 
— 


YOU DIDN'T 
HAPPEN TO BRING BACK 
SOME OF THOSE CHICKEN 
FRITTERS FROM THE 
HOTEL, DIDSA? 
T HAVEN'T 


HAD A THING TO EAT 
ALL МЕНТ... 4 
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й BUT, SINCE YOU 
DIDN’T COME ALL THE 
WAY OUT HERE JUST 
TO HEAR ME 


COMPLAIN THESE TWO 
HAVE BEEN A COUPLE 
OF WALNUTS, 
> HARD 
TO CRACK. 


» I DON'T 
KNOW HOW THEY 
DO THINGS BACK 

№ GOTHAM 
CITY... 


COSSACK 
WANTS TO KNOW 
WHAT YOU ARE 
PLOTTING! YES, 
и GET CLOSER... 
LIKE RIGHT NEAR 
МУ SAWS! 


COSSACK 
WILL NEVER TELL 
YOU ANYTHING. 
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| 


WHISPER- 
WHISPER- 
WHISPER 


I DON'T KNOW, 
(7/5 KIND OF AN 
"EENEY-MEENY- 
MINEY-MOE" 
SITUATION, 





COSSACK KEEP YOUR OKAY, CROC, YOU 
DEMANDS TO SHIRT ON, BORIS. AND ME ARE GOING TO 
KNOW WHAT YOu | YOULL FIND от Jf | HAVE i ee TALK PU 
ARE DOING! 8 P ЈЕ PULL 2 SÅ. 

- 7 // 


COSSACK - / YOU'VE 
DEMANDS -- | GOT UNTIL 
- "THREE." 


EITHER 0 / I'LL TALK! 
YOU START С y TLL TALK! TLL 
№ TELL YOU EVERYTHING 
YOU МАММА < 
KNOW! 
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YOU LOOK YOULL ° | 
50 HANDSOME ІМ SHOOT HIM IN E 
YOUR тих, THE HEAD... 


NOW, INE PUT 1 LET'S 
YOUR POLICE AND THEN PRESS HAVE ONE BIG 
REVOLVER IN YOUR THIS BUTTON AND YOU'LL KISS JUST TO 
COAT POCKET. DETONATE THE EXPLOSIVES Г REMIND YOU HOW 
UNDER THE BALLROOM, KILLING GOOD A BOY 
ALL THOSE COPS. ^ YOU ARE... 


4 50, DURING THIS 
DINNER, AFTER YOUR 
FRIEND COMMISSIONER 
GORDON INTRODUCES YOU... 


THEN, WITH THE 
SPIRIT AND BATMAN 
DEAD 


NO ONE LEFT TO 


PLEASE, € =s STOP 16! 
эм GORDON WILL й ын 


NEVER KNOW WHAT 


WHEN THEY ASKED 


IF THIS 15 У 3 > > МЕ TO INTRODUCE МУ 
HOW YOU PILOT ` 2 OLD FRIEND COMMISSIONER 
A BOAT... z »- DOLAN AS OUR GUEST 
OF HONOR... j 


ID HATE ТО 
SEE HOW YOU 
DRIVE! 
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„SHARES IN THE 
HARD WORK WHILE 
CREATING MORE ТНАМ 
HIS FAIR SHARE 
OF HEADACHES... 


CROCS 
BEANS WERE 
SPILLED 
ACCURATELY, 


“Т GOT TO THINKING ABOUT 
HOW SIMILAR OUR JOBS ARE 
DESPITE THE DISTANCE BETWEEN 
OUR FAIR CITIES. 


WE BOTH HAVE 
А COLORFUL GALLERY 
OF ROGUES WHO SEEM 
TO THINK THEY ARE у 
ABOVE THE LAW... 


„AND WE BOTH 7 
HAVE А COSTUMED 
VIGILANTE 


LOOKS LIKE 
EVERY SECURITY 
GUARD IN THE HOTEL 
HAS BEEN TAKEN OUT BY 
THE MAD HATTER’S «THAT MEANS 
HATS. THEY WERE DONE 

PRIMING THE 
EXPLOSIVES, 


RIGGED To GO THERE’S » 
ШАН NOTNER rui 
А REMOTE TRIGGER. 
CMON! 
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DOLAN, 
IT’S NOT 


HA-HA. 
NICE JOKE, й Pu 
COMMISSIONER, FUNNY ANY- Å 
AM I UNDER S ` MORE: 
ÅRREST? “Я A 


T HAVE 
TO BE A GOOD WE'RE 
TOO LATE! 


1 





WHAT THE М 
HELL 15 GOING қ 
ON? 7 WENE GOT 
TO GET TO DOLAN 
yee ng RIGHT AWAY! 42 


PERSONALLY, I THINK 
WE’RE GOING A LITTLE TOO FAR 
WITH THESE GAMES... 


NOW 
YOU WANT МЕ 
TO PRESS THIS 
BUTTON? 


N. 
NN 


ace | You ALL DIDN'T REALLY 

ES. CONFETTI? ) THINK I WAS GOING TO LET 

SOME OCTOPUS STEAL 
ALL THE GLORY? 


NOT WHEN 
ТМ IN THE 


GLORY-STEALING 
М BUSINESS! 


A OF A JOKE?! 
un > 
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DOING THIS THE OL” Л 
FASHIONED WAY... 


HE 

z UP 

2 Ф 
PERSONAL/ 

а % 


AND HERE І 60 
бос БУ 
BATMAN. "A SPECIAL DESSERT 
THAT'S NOT ON g 
THE MENU! ROBIN 
YELLOW BREAST 
WITH A SIDE OF 
OCTOPUS] 





я 2 "E 
ў | JOKE в 
LL e NIE Å LAUGHS. 
— | 159240 | 
УЖ \ N Wa 





WELL, FOLKS, 
|| THAT CONCLUDES 
OUR SHOW FOR 
TONIGHT. 


Sy 一 一 YOU WON'T 
y won C" EE -Ё BE GONG ANYWHERE -- 
; B EXCEPT ТО ТАГ. 

Е FOR DRAGGING YOU ALONG PM PLEASE GET | CEP 
x ON THIS SEA CRUISES. US OFF THIS 
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ANTIDOTE 
FOR IVY. 
IT'LL STING А 
LITTLE BIT. 


— 
ТНАТ'5 NOT 
THE OCTOPUS! $ 
THAT'S COMMISSIONER 
GORDON! 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
THIS WAS ONE OF THOSE 
TIMES THAT BATMAN 
WASN'T 





WE МЕУ 
оста 





ER 
PJS, 


HOLY HEADACHES, THE JOKER HAS NO 
BATMAN. AT LEAST WE IDEA HOW Bl& A FAVOR HE 
GOT THE OCTOPUS DID 16 BY BAGGING 
INTHENET. A THIS GUY -- 


-- NOBODY'S 
EVER SEEN HIS 
FACE! 


КІ 
IT'D BE WAY 
TOO ЕАФЧ... 


YOU'LL 
CATCH HIM 
SOMEDAY. 


22 | ) 


ill: ні 


rm 





EVERY TIME I 
THINK ABOUT THAT 
STORY, THERE' ONE 
PART THAT ALWAYS 
BOTHERED МЕ... 


«WHAT HAPPENED 
TO ALL THOSE 
ROGUES ON THE 
BOAT? BATMAN EVER 
EXPLAIN THAT? 


AND SINCE 
WE FOUND THEM 
ALL IN THEIR CELLS 
AT ARKHAM 
ASYLUM -- 


~ I NEVER 
THOUGHT TO 
дек! 


240 


Е 
Е OU DON'T 
WHERE WE TELL EACH TALK MICH, 
TIRED WORKING WITH PONE 
D WORKING 1 
EACH OTHER. WILL YOUAT o, г.» 
LEAST TELL МЕ HOW WE'RE UP IN 
GOING TRACK DOWN ALL THE SKY. 
THOSE ROGUES WHO WERE 
VACATIONING HERE? 


NOW, 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING YOU 
DON'T SEE EVERY 

D 


У, 


YOU DO 
IF YOU LIVE IN 
METROPOLIS, 


AND... I'M 
NOW SUPPOSED 
TO BELIEVE THERE 
REALLY /Є А 
BATMAN? 


I'M NOT 
KIDDING. 











т CANT BELIEVE 

WHAT т/м SEEING E HAVE y 
WITH MY OWN pi 

S! 


BIG EYE HAIR! 


е “ә 


AMANDA CONNER $ | DAVE STEWART comes JOHN J. HILL исте vi 
JIMMY PALMIOTTI werrees | DAVE WIELGOSZ пост. готов CHRIS CONROY сито» MARK DOYLE crou готов 
DARWYN COOKE artist | HARLEY QUINN CREATED ве PAUL DINI ¢ BRUCE TIMM 








У, 
AQ 


| 
pou nl 


SO IF THIS OLD 
DUDE DOESN'T ROLL 
OUT THE RED CARPET 
FER THE K/D, THEN THE 

YEAR KEEPS GOIN’, 
RIGHT? 


IF I’M 
CORRECT, 
THAT NAME 

SOUNDS 
FAMILIAR. 


NOW, 
FRTHER TIME. THE 
OLD GUY WITH THE 
=Hnom<BEARD THAT 
COMES RROUND 
WHEN THE YEAR 
ENDS. 


WELL, HE'S GOT 
В WATCH OR Я CLOCK 
OR SUMP'N ON HIM TH 
KEEPS Ti 
SO MAYBE IT'S MORE'N JUST 
THAT BABY COME KNOCKIN'. 
EITHER WAY, YA CAN'T 
BEAT TIME. 


HE SYMBOLIZES TIME MOVIN’ 

FORWARD AN' THAT WE ALL 

GOTSTR AGE. AT MIDNIGHT 

TONIGHT HE иси HANDS 
OVER THE OLD YEAR AND 

WELCOMES THE NEW YEAR'S 
BABY BN’ IT STARTS ALL 
ы. OVER AGAIN. 


EVERYTHING 
AND EVERYONE 
CAN BE BEATEN. 





BINGO! 
HAROLD TYME, 
ROOM 1209, Hmmm, 
ALL THE PILLS HE TAKES, 
HE'S DEFINITELY GIVIN' 
UP THE GHOST ЯМУ 
DAY NOW. 





SLED... 
POLE... DOGS 
FOR THE 
DOGGIES... A23 


SEE YOU 
GUYS SOON. I 
GOTTA GO WASTE 
TIME! 


WHEREVER 
THAT NUT WENT, 
SHE BETTER BE 
BACK FOR THE 

NEW YEAR'S 
PARTY! 
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GOOD 
JOB, SWEETIES/ 
FATHER TIME, 


HERE I СОМЕ! L— 


Я BEAUTIFUL 
МАМЕ. 1 WANT 





BYE, LILLIAN AND 
HER PARENTS. 


WE 
WISH LITTLE LILLY 
COULD STAY THIS 


KNOWP 





OLDER... AN’ MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, THE 
SUDDEN APPEARANCE 
OF A GRAY HAIR ON 
MY NOGGIN/ 


Huh? Е WORD IS YER THE 
YOU GOT MY PERSON RESPONSIBLE 
DINNER? FOR ALL OF US GETTIN’ 


NOPE, IT HAS YOUR 
NAME ON THE DOOR AND 
ON THIS CHART, WHICH, 
BY THE WAY, IS PRETTY 

DAMN DEPRESSING. ECER 
NOW, 2 
WHERE'S THAT = BEDPAN. 
TIMEPIECEP 
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HEY/ 
IT'S LILLY'S 
PARENTS! WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 
LOOKIN' 


“а 


) THRT'S YOUR 
КК GRANDSON? 


( YES, — 
WITH HIS WIFE 





IT'S LILLY? 
SHE'S THE NEW 
YEAR BABY! 





DON'CHR SEE 
WHRT'S HAPPENIN’ 
НЕВЕ?! IT'S AS 
CLEAR AS DAY! 


MY GRANDPA 

IS NOT FATHER 

TIME, OUR LAST 

NAME IS SPELLED 

T-Y-M-E/ SECOND, 
HIS PRCEMRKER 
IS NOT ACLOCK 
AND MY DAUGHTER 

IS NOT THE NEW 
YEAR'S BABY! 


THE TICKER! THE BABY! IT'S 
NEW YEAR'S EVE! 


IT'S THE 
TRANSITION FROM 
THE OLD YEAR TO 
THE NEW YEAR, AN’ 
ALL OF US PAY 
FOR IT! 


THAT’S ALL AN ANTHROPO- 
MORPHIZED DEPICTION OF THE 
PASSING OF TIME CREATED BY 

ARTISTS AND WRITERS/ 


IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO 
STOP TIME. WE’RE ALL GETTING 
OLDER, ALL OF US, AND THERE'S 

NOTHING ANYONE CAN DO 
TO STOP IT! 


TAKE IT FROM SOMEONE THAT'S LOOKING AT THE 
END OF THE ROAD, LITTLE GIRL. TIME IS Å GIFT AND 
IT'S WHAT WE MAKE OF IT THAT COUNTS. SEE THAT 
LITTLE GIRL THERE? THAT FINE YOUNG MAN 
HOLDING HER? THERE IS NO HORROR OF 


IF THAT'S TRUE, Ë 
THEN IT'S HOPELESS. 
WE'RE ALL DOOMED. ! 
EVERY SINGLE ONE OF US, 
AN” THERE'S NOTHIN’ 
WE CAN 207 
А 


GROWING OLD FOR ME. 


I DON'T FEAR 
THE END BECAUSE І'УЕ 
DONE WHAT I WANTED 
WITH МУ LIFE. 


Heeeeeee. 





1: GONE "Jr IT'S 
HAS МЕР A NEW YEAR'S THANK 
BACK TIME/ MIRACLE! YOU ALL! I NOW 
4 CONSIDER ALL A’ 
YOU PART В: MY 
FAMILY! 


I GOT SOME ANIMALS 
HAVE THE THAT NEED CORRALLIN’ AN’ 
HAPPIEST R' NEW YEARS, Я PARTY THAT NEEDS 
AN’...OH, GRRNDPR...I CAROUSIN'! 
HOPE WHEN YOU KICK IT, SEE YOU 
IT'S 54424 IN YER Дай SOON! 


MP 















YES! WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO ‘EMP 










Did we put cur 
bants oh before 
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(aen to typing this, I'm putting the 
finishing touches on the cover painting 
for this volume. It occurs to me that this year 
is the 40th anniversary of my first encoun- 
tering Batman. From Adam West through to 
BATMAN: YEAR ONE, he has always been 
my favorite fictional character. 


As I entered adolescence and began to con- 
sider art as a career, I rediscovered the 
wonder of comics. A Spider-Man special 
by Stan Lee and John Romita, picked up 
during a trip to my cousin's, reignited 
my interest in comics. My second outing 
to a store for another comic brought me 
to Batman, my old buddy from my child- 
hood. As fate would have it, the Batman 
comic on the news rack that month was 
DETECTIVE COMICS #439. I bought it, 
expecting to reacquaint myself with my 
childhood buddies, the dynamic duo. 


What I got instead was a story that changed 
my youthful perception of Batman (and 
comics) forever. DETECTIVE #439 contains 
a story called *Night of the Stalker," by Steve 
Englehart and Sal Amendola. To this day, 
I consider it my all-time favorite Batman 
story. Here was Batman without the puns 
Id grown up on, exacting revenge on 
criminal low-lifes for an ironic tragedy. The 
real kicker to the story was that Batman 
didn't say a word. It is a perfect example of 
the character distilled to his purest form. A 
week later, my trip to the news rack yielded 
Len Wein and Neal Adams' *Moon of the 
Wolf." I was hooked. For life. 


The intervening years saw my life take a 
multitude of interesting career turns, but 
in the back of my mind, there was always 
comics—and Batman. He is a character 
so primal and universally understood that 
talented creators have been able to find 
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a way to keep him interesting for over 65 
years. Thanks to the leap of faith that men 
like Bruce Timm and Mark Chiarello made 
when they saw my work, I was able to finally 
take my shot at the Dark Knight Detec- 
tive. Below are some thoughts on the work 
collected in this volume, which constitutes 
pretty much all the  Batman-related 
work I’ve done in comics. It is of interest 
to note that all the books listed below 
were originally edited by Mark Chiarello. 
When you get outside of continuity 
and look at the long term, Mark is one of 
the guiding forces keeping Batman’s status 
iconic and compelling for another generation. 
My heartfelt thanks go to him for letting me 
sing these little songs. 


BATMAN: EGO 
This was my first project for DC. I had spent 
a few years considering a career in comics, 














and had developed several ideas for a pitch. 
This was to be my first real published story, 
and as such, I put considerable pressure on 
myself to come up with something unique. I 
knew I wanted to do Batman, and I knew I 
wanted to tell a story that would encompass 
the entire mythos. 


Talk about setting yourself up to fail. A very 
simple and absurd idea emerged from all 
the head scratching. What if Bruce Wayne 
and Batman were able to sit down and talk 
about what it is they do? Are they the same 
person? Completely different personas? Two 
sides of the same coin? This kinda dumb 
premise got me excited. It would allow me 
to have them discuss all the important mo- 
ments in their life from different angles. 


In order to avoid any literal separation of 
their physical selves, I staged the story in 
the aftermath of a severe psychological 
trauma. Our set is the landscape of Bruce's 
tormented mind, allowing us to move visu- 
ally from place to place without transition. 
Upon review, I consider EGO an earnest yet 
flawed first effort. 





"HERE BE 
MONSTERS" Жж. 

ЕВОМ СОТНАМ å 

KNIGHTS No.23 М ie: 

(with writer й 
Paul Grist) a 
My first foray into Mark Chiarello's distin- 
guished BATMAN: BLACK AND WHITE 
series. I recall being delighted by Paul's 
script and having a lot of fun with the 
Madame X design. This story was finished 
using an HB pencil, black Prismacolor 
pencil and chunky inks where we had solid 
blacks. 











"THE MONUMENT" 

FROM GOTHAM KNIGHTS No.33 

(with artist Bill Wray) 

My second BATMAN: BLACK AND WHITE, 
this time as the typist. Originally intended 
for Art Adams, scheduling woes led to Mark 
suggesting Bill Wray. As a lifelong fan of 
Bil's work, I thought it was an inspired 
choice. His Batman is a fantastic synthesis 
of Frank Miller's Dark Knight and Wally 
Wood's *Superduperman." Bill took a very 
tepid script of mine and turned it into a 
hilarious and full-blown send-up. 
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CAT WOMAN: SELINA'S BIG SCORE 

During my run on CATWOMAN with Ed 
Brubaker and Doc Allred, I saw the chance 
to do a story that filled a few gaps in 
Selina's life and perhaps provide her with 
the motivation for the altruistic deeds Ed 
and I had her displaying in the monthly. 
That being said, Selina was simply a great 
character that would be a natural for a 
heist story. I teamed Selina up with Jeff and 
Stark, the two bad boys I had used in the 
then-unpublished “реја Vu" (confusing, I 
know—see below). 


Jeff is my Chow Yun-Fat—a favorite of mine 
from the Hong Kong crime movie scene. 
Stark is my Lee Marvin, and is named after 
the crime novelist Richard Stark. Stark (a 
pseudonym for Donald Westlake) is famous 
for his series of Parker crime novels. The 
1966 film classic Point Blank is an adapta- 
tion of Parker's first appearance and stars 
Lee Marvin in a quintessential performance. 


The other cornerstone of BIG SCORE was 
Siegel and Shuster's Slam Bradley, a char- 
acter I had become quite fond of since Ed's 
and my decision to weave him into Selina's 
world. The monthly was emphasizing Slam 
as a foil to Selina, and as such his drinking 
and need were the sides we were seeing. I 
wanted to show the other side of the man— 
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the streetwise detective, the romantic ad- 
venturer and, primarily, the slightly crazy 
Irishman who acts with great justice and 
violence when faced with evil bastards. 


I threw in Burgess Meredith (Swifty) and 
Pam Grier (Crystal), and I had a cast to kill 
for. BIG SCORE remains my favorite book 
that Гуе written and drawn. 


“DATE NIGHT" FROM SOLO No. 1 

(with artist Tim Sale) 

This story was originally intended to run in 
the back of the Selina hardcover, but was 
cut as we pulled the book together. Tim 
Sale had asked if I could work with him on 
a Catwoman story for his issue of SOLO. I 
had loved this script and was sad to see it go 
from the hardcover. Its romantic theme lent 
itself to Tim's strengths, so we did it Marvel 
style. I sent Tim a script in draft form, and 
Tim expanded the page count somewhat to 
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open up а few scenes. A great little story 
with one of the industry's most distinctive 
stylists. 


"DÉJÀ VU" FROM SOLO No.5 

This will take a bit of explaining. If you've 
read the first part of this introduction, you'll 
remember my mentioning "Night of the 
Stalker." In 1998, while working on Batman: 
The Animated Series, I did a version of this 
story in the adventures style. I remember 
being floored when Bruce Timm offered to 
write it. We finished it up and promptly sent 
itin to DC, who decided not to buy it from us. 
When it came time to do my issue of SOLO, 
I knew I wanted to do that story. When 
I pulled it out, I saw how much different 
it looked from my current work and decided 
to start from scratch. I talked to Bruce to 
tell him I hoped he didn't mind, but I really 
wanted to rewrite the story so that my 
issue of SOLO could be truly solo. Bruce was 
cool about that and I dove into the work. I did 
keep a couple of Bruce's lines, though, my 
favorite being "That Stark. What a character.” 
The eagle-eyed out there will notice Jeff and 
Stark from BIG SCORE. 


The real thanks go to Steve Englehart, 
Sal Amendola and Dick Giordano for the 


original that I humbly adapted. 


Other than a few covers and pinups, I 
suppose that is that. I hope that for a few 
years anyway, I’m able to get away from 
Batman. Not because of any change of 
heart regarding the character. He is simply 
exhausting to be with. Always grim, always 
working, his quest is never over. Every time 
he appears, it has to be magic. You have to 
bring your “A” game, because he always 
does. Anew reveal. A new angle. Yet another 
new story. The guy wears you out. 


Im sure that one day ГІІ make it back to 
Gotham City, but right now Га just as soon 
join the rest of you and sit back with a good 
Batman yarn. If you'll excuse me, I'm going 
to go dig up Goodwin and Toth’s “Ghost of 
the Killer Skies.” 


Thanks for reading. 


np 


— 


This text was written for and originally 
published in the first edition of BATMAN: 
EGO AND OTHER TAILS (2007). 






































was ап acclaimed cartoonist, animator 
and writer. After spending several years 
as a magazine art director and graphic 
designer, Cooke switched careers and 
began working in animation, where he 
contributed to such shows as Batman: 
The Animated Series, Superman: The 
Animated Series and Men In Black: The 
Series. Following these successes, DC 
Comics approached Cooke to write and 
illustrate a project that he had submitted 
to the company years earlier: BATMAN: 
EGO. The critical success of this graphic 
novel led to more freelance work, 
including a relaunch of the CATWOMAN 
series with writer Ed Brubaker, which 
inspired Cooke to write and draw the 
graphic novel CATWOMAN: SELINAS 
BIG SCORE, as well as assignments on 
X-Force and Spider-Man's Tangled Web 
for Marvel Comics. Cooke then spent 
several years writing and drawing the 
ambitious epic THE NEW FRONTIER, 
а six-issue miniseries bridging the gap 
between the end of the Golden Age of 
Comics and the beginning of the Silver 
Age. He also illustrated and wrote a 
highly acclaimed issue of DC's artist- 
centric series SOLO and crafted a new 
incarnation of THE SPIRIT for DC. In 
2012, he was one of the essential voices 
behind BEFORE WATCHMEN, one of 
the most talked-about comics events of 
the decade. His recent projects include 
Richard Stark's Parker for IDW, THE 
TWILIGHT CHILDREN for Vertigo and a 
month-long variant cover event featuring 
DC characters in quiet moments, for 
which he won his thirteenth Eisner 
Award. After a battle with lung cancer, 
Cooke died in May 2016 at age 53. Ae 
























А Batman book like no other from a storytelling 
master, BATMAN: EGO AND OTHER TAILS brings 
together more than a decade of award-winning 
writer/artist Darwyn Cooke’s beautiful and touching 
Dark Knight tales. 


This deluxe hardcover edition includes the 
acclaimed one-shots BATMAN: EGO and BATMAN/ 
THE SPIRIT, as well as the original graphic novel 
CATWOMAN: SELINA’S BIG SCORE and short 
stories from BATMAN: BLACK AND WHITE, 
SOLO and HARLEY QUINN. 


Also featuring writers Paul Grist, Jeph Loeb, 
Amanda Conner and Jimmy Palmiotti and artists 
Bill Wray, Tim Sale and J. Bone, this collection is 
a must for any Batman or Catwoman fan. This 
newly extended edition of BATMAN: EGO AND 
OTHER TAILS collects 70 pages of material not 
included in the original printing, as well as a 
new introduction by celebrated comics creator 
Amanda Conner. 


